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THE 


TO THE 


1 SIRS, 

4 HE Occaſion of the Pab- 
i lication wr pots Manual, zs, 
1 In that the moi learned 
4 and modeſt Author, (of 
3 whoſe Education in Emanuel-Colledge 
3 <2 Cambridge, heretofore, as i 

of his particular Friendſbip, IT re- 
eexved the Honour ) IT had in bis 
3 Afe-time allowed me that Liberty, 
A C(mhich I could never prevail yo 
v im, 


The Preface. 


him, to take himſelf) if I ſurwt 
ved him, ta Exert what I thought 
\ | fit of thoſe Jaltruttions ani 4 
tions which I received from him 
Viva voce; and after about two 

I! ' years Expettations from more learned 

'q and proper Heads and Hands of fome- 

I} what of /ihe nature to he publiſhed, 
( that all his Emphatical Opera- 

tions ſhould not dye with him ) with 

more ample and confiderabte Advantage, 

and fin ing the ſaid Expettances were 

tyred and fruſtrated bitherto.,, There 

fore for the Honour ta the Memory 

of the deceaſed Author, and Reſpect 

fo the Publick Good , and for my 

rticular ſatisfaction #» pajny of 

riendſhip, I held it my Duty, to 

, Exhibit to the World, ' « [mall Sper _ 
vs cimen of this matuxe 3 in hopes * 
it may prove 4 Rradromus or Har- 

hunger ja fuch as way and ought | 

$9 make 4 nobler Sacrifice of this 

Þ kind ta the lapfed Creatian. Where. 
'; fare , Sirs, I hape for , aud expeth 


i __ your Pardons of all Humane Fraik 
| ties , ia this ſineexe Extexprize, pro 
bono publico, exd for s hike _ 

| and 


The Preface, 


and candid TONS _—_ 
which if it. happen , all - 
2 have nt we SIR end heje- 
2 in; and heartily wiſh and pray., 
& that it may prove as Sanative and 
Reſtorative unto all other intelle- 
Gnal , voluntary Peruſers of it ; as 
(IT am perſwaded ). it hath te- 
merely proved to (unprejudiced Rea- 
Ys.) | | 


Your real Fr iend, | 


and faithful Servant, 


+11 Philamtbropus. 
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Hy Divine Apotheg ms, (great 
Benjariien ! ) 


Are ſuch as poſe the wiſeſt Tongue, of 


Pen, 
To give & due ad fall Encomium 
Of them ; and therefore we may well be 


And Pad. Sip at their hiddex 
. .., wort 

Which Ctill wow) never had ſo publick 
Birth ; 


Nor can his Name ſurely be &r for- | 


got 


So long at we £41 read leared W hitch | 


Cor. 


— 
—_—. 


— 


Benj namins. Whitchcotiani 
 Epitaphium. 
Eliquias factas Benjamini. ! Ecce 
x Viator ! ) 
qui Latuit , bene vixit, & 
optima Dixit. 
(Ante obitum ſapiens, Suprema que 
Funera Fzlix,) 


la Celosrapitur , non tanto nu mine 


Dignis, / 
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| Jour VIIL XXXIL 
| ' The Truth ſhall make you free. 


4 Will how you how Miſpriſions 
and Miſapprehenfions are prejudi- 
= cial to the Spirits of Men. Where- 

| fore I colle this Inference: 


bp ic wig Error is a Slavery. Error 
| is aWitchcraft. Gal. 3.1: Who hath bes 
' witched you that you ſhould not obey 
* the Truth. There #s freedone in 4 way of 
* Tiagh. Slavery in a way of Error: Error 
; makes the entertainer thereof a Slave: 
: Every Error is a piece of Skwerg. 


| \ 
By ſome undeniable Argumentsl 
| Make it appear; vis. That yu 


| | B S& 
iS S= 


__ than Trunk. 
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So far forth a any is in an Envor, ſo 


far be a Slave. © 


. Ar mntawfot Soveraign in the | 
Throne of Majeſty, an Upſtart, an un- | 
Fer inflavert,, | 


natural. and. Volete That 
eyrannizeth. 


" Error was never born a King ; yet 


it is ſeated uf ( ſofio infelleFw the 
Throrit'of 


umpires, thete1t pthys the "ra 


acquires Mogarchy more Vigorou 'y | 


For Error" is in haſte: (Truth can | 
ſtay a fairleifure,) and therefore fo vi- | 


derftanding, there it | 


— ofetit af impettiotis Got and Nature | 


kave pitt Soveraighty into the hands a : 


Frath: | 


He would exert Authorit over | 8 


the minds of Men. The rule of Error / 


Wontd riot be zetvperatiivt Imperiiene; but | 


Tyranny: Truth bortito goverty; 
Knows How t6'ruke; Hath' 16 AW 
totifed Govertiiticrtt: 'The Tyranhy of 


Frror 1s Iherodlitive of Slavery and 
Bondage. - 


2. Thar thar ET PTY 


truth, commands him as much as truth, 


For the mind infott'd By truth; 
ouided' 


Wighir Bethe vecſtTyeh the World. | 


$% 
TENT RL Sf AW Gn ih th TIL YETI. 


> | paided! and eawert'd; aid "nlabinh i 
diſpenſed! with for its obediences; it 
e | doth thus regulate arid commund» over 
- | the ent and judwions frcaly, 
, | Mans Undetſtatding, which is drgecve: 
| wholly of tht man, is to b&obfervime'. 
t | thereof,- and conformable 'thereunto." 
- Now if Error be the principle of the! 
t | Uriderſtanding; ther hath it uriduly” 
1 | taken that which'is the right'of Frach:: 
/ | The ſme attion which'is perfornid; 
to truth, is perfeftion and freedoms 
1 | whith at the conimand: of Error is Sla- 
- | very and Tyranhy. 
e| A manentertains Truth; and. party. 
f | cularly the” truth of Religion , apon 
| ſuch conditions arid terms as theſe are, 
r | VIL, 
r; Toadheretoit living and dying. To 
t | purſue it whatſoever it coſts me. 'F'of 
b | ſpend his life for it 5 to ſerve it with 
his being. To' promore' it, with” his 
| power and-might. To fibmir hisfnte- 
ſ| reſt untoit. To charge his Conſcience 
| with all Refpe&s tot. To'expoſe him- 
| elf to all Worldly loſs, diſadvantage; 
y harard and daniger,rathertharito deſert; 
I 
d 


| it. To allow it Sapereminency, atd-alb 
w—_ Law and Governmenment in all 
K A 2 hts 


5 = 
” 
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Y 


his tho purpoſes ang ing ents.'! - 
bs the Reg ngages: 


cure, Or a ſatisfied. 


Lye. For its deſcent, a Sputious thing 5: 
for 'its continuance to be a ſhadow, 
hath bm formerly hors out of, hi 
a very nothing that God never made, 
the Ty of the bottomleſs Pit : 
for a man to- entertain ſach a Viper: 


upon theſe terms, is the grandeſt Im-! 
porave, the grolleſt Slavery. in the! 


| Thus to. be: ſabje&t to: Gods noble} 
Liberty is:perfettion 3 but to entertain: 


a Forgery, a thing of no Reality, nor 
{abſtance, doth he not throw away. his 
liberty and perfe&ion. 

Error: is' a thing which hath no ex- 
aſtence' butzin-a mans deluded: fancy; 


but Ezs' rationjs,1o' very anothing, that 


"4 


Now thus to entertain-ſ{o unworthy 
a thing as Error is, which: is for its 
Feature a Monſter. For: its Eſteem, a: 


-, 


if a man: give over to thmk, it is :never} * 


heard of im the'World;and'that'which 
by reaſon of-its non-entity+can- do a 


man no.Courtefie 3 this 1s'the deepeſt} 


thraldom, {Javery and bondage: «. .'_ | 


2 The} 


© Apoſtolical Apothegms. 
2, The ways of Error are: not: cer- 
clay e, . nor the commands 
'thereo certainly feazable. Therefore 
he that is bound to fulfil, and-be com- 
| [Si by the by ox OR ns he 
y ay 1 cant 
| -go through, and -ſe ſins wht pd 

-ments that can't bean eg 


ike The : Tb {o, Be- 
Hf, 
*__ _y Tab. oO wes: 7 3th _ 
. _ Fa 34 —_= "- io _ —z 4% . 
: _— | « _— ao 


by, 


Fas: 2 ey Rn Ye 
drew gas vil rev, rrox 
ono in anc "of any.t thing Fl 
and conſequently'a man h 
Countenance or protection from © e 2a, - 
Either to incoutage or dire& him, .: Gy - 
aſſure him'of ſucces,. or pro ic hit 


 Apoſtalical Apothegms. 
| is done) muft-the wages be demanded, . 
but he that hath Grvd an Erranequs 
Apprehenfion, whom will he ak for 
Wages ? | 
Service to Error is diflervice roGad; 
contradiction to Eruth, and defiance 
to right Reafon. Error 1s Truths op- 
poſite, and Humour Reaſons. AY op-: 
polites and unſubordinates, wterfere 
in motions. God the Authar of Light 
' and Truth, is-not controlled or cantra-! 
dicted but by Error and Falſhogd. No- 
thing elſe can ſad in cantraditian to, 
God but a Nonentity and a Lye. 
6. Error is a wad and a wild thing, 
A kind of an Infinite Nothing. A man 
knows not where to find it, mor What! 
Error will next {et hum about. For wm 
all ways of .exorbitancy and arzegyla-' 
rity, there is neither Meaſure narCom-' 
paſs; and wall it then be hke Maſter, 
like Man ? If the Maſter be fo wild. 
and mad that ſet him a wark, what a: 
life will the Servant have that's agm-: 
manded anything, nothing, this! _ 
that thing 3 any how, every how 
an abſolute 2gzis feature, a Wild fire: 
F that wall lead hum 1 a7 by-paths. It. js 
F Infinity Negazively or Privatiyely. 
ke © Things! 


OOO ES EOoauaeat ood at. rod odtitee om > AE '<& I Yo 


| 


dpofolical Aperbegre. 7 


J Things that that are Created, . are qeter- 
mined, thing 


; t this is an uncreated 
. without bognd or meaſite. 

7. As to ſerve truth is to aft in pur- 
 ſnance of a mans ſelf in i grity, 2s 
. God made man : So. to Error 1s 
to own a. mans ſelf in defo tz as the 
!. Devil contriv'd him. This doth im- 
- prove his firt: Miſcapriage, that purſues 
- Error, the more.a Man entertains an 
þ Error, the more he Colqurs himfelf 
| Tketo Hell, Andthe more he follows 

Truth, the more he riſes up towards 
God. Truth's a Divine, Error a Dia- 
bolical thing. This a Pilſar of Smoak 
from the bottomleſs pit, that a Beam 
of Light from God himſalf. By Error 
we purſue Adam's Degeneration and 
Apoſtacy, and. drive downwards to- 
wards the Devil. By Truth we come 
aut of his Snare, b rrox we entangle 
our ſelves therein er. He that re- 
ceives Truth, he returns to himſelf in 
his inward ſtrength 3, and he that fol- 
lows Error goes to. his own ruine. tot Joh. 8. 48. 
this was the firſt inlett of all miſchief 
to men in the World. 


A 4 Whence 


8 


| Apoſtolical Apothegms. 


Where infer. 1. Be ſhy ofjError, and | 


of falſe Apprehenſions to which effe& 
and purpoſe. Take care ofdue Informa- 
tion.Examineand enquire,be well groun- 
ded in thy ſelf, be not light of Faith 


to believe. It is the greateſt Impoten- | 
cy in the World eafily to believe. It | 
ſhould be the ſloweſt a& that ever a | 


man puts forth, to believe, conſidering | 


how full the Wprid is of Impoſtures, 
of falſhood, and of lies. Suſpend in 
uncertaynty, apd be moderate upon 


things that are probgble: and then | 


thon ſhalt hang thy (elf upon In- 


dybitables. Better it is to have know- | 
ledge without Opinion, than Opimion | 
without knowledge. For in things 


that are doubtful, thou mayeſt know 


both ways withqut harm 3 but thop | 
can(t not have an Qpinjon, but either | 


thou art right, or w 


rang, Either in | 
an Error or ,in a Truth, If you have | 


, 


knowledge, you have all the good of | 
the Opinion, and ſecureſt thy ſelf of | 


the hazard ; and by thy knowledge 
thon mayeſt be neither right nor 
wrong. For We Rule's Infallible, Scire 
bamim, &c. As to know Good, is/not 


to be Good : So neither is to know 


kf Evyl, 


 "Apoftolical Apothegme. 9 
| ' Fvil, all oneas to be Fril. Where- 
| fore in dubitables knowles+ i berrer 
than Opinion. He that ſtr nds. be- 
cauſe he 1s not yet convinced, 1s nearer 
the truth, then he whoſe truth is his 
Opinion, that he knows not 1t 15 true, 
nor can he ſhew why it is ſo. For to 
be in an Opinion, and not to be able | | 
to give an account of it, 1s but as It 
happens. If he be in a Truth, he might 
have chanc'd to have been in anError ; 
for jt was not the Light of Trath that 
led him in it 3 nor the Love of Truth 
that inclin'd him to it. God in the 
diſcovery of Truth holds forth the 
ſaitableneſs' and proportion of one 
truth with another.. The Spirit of 4 | 
man is the Candle of the Lord, 8c. Na- Prov. 20. 27, 
tural hight may eaſily be tranſcended, 
but not contradicted or impugn'd. 
That can't be of the Spirit of God 
which is contradifory to Natural Lighr. 
The conſent of the Mind and Under- 
ſtanding are great ads eafily beſtowed 
and exerted. They are adQs of too 
yt great weight to be light, The Af 
" DJent of the Will, and the conſent of 
the Mind, they are greateſt afts, and 
moſt conſequential that a man can put 
forth, 
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| þ forth 3 they are aCts in Juſtification or 
Wl Condemnation, quartux in nobis, as tg 
lh . 
i us they do either Cenſure or Abſolve, 


Juſtifie or Condemn. Theſe two Ads 
are fundamental, all other aQs are byt 
| a Superſtrucion upon thefe. It is 
bl much harder deporere erroreze, to quit 
ll himſelf of an Error, to come from | 
| under a falſe apprehenſion, than for ' 
cit him to determine his own Jndifference. | 
hi: For if a man be once in an Opinion, | 
ii he is ingaged 3 and therefore no more | 
Indifferent, and he's the harder to be 
i conyinced. It's eafier by far to con- 
vince Ignorance, than to reform Error. | 
Bi Not only from the exiſtency of Error | 
$ ugto form, but the contraziety of it 
to truth; andpoſſefſion allo you know 
xs eleven pointzot the Law 3 he'sas well 
poſleſt of an Error as void of a Truth, 
and 'tis ten to one eafier getting into 
an empty houſe than full. m5 
Infer. 2. If Error be a piece of 
Witchery, and a mans Folly, ec, then 
ena that are mnError.They are not 


Say of themas Chriſt, Father forgize 
if them, they know not what they do. Here | 
ks notooly Lan Ceſancbecauſe they | 

| FM are | 


? 


xn 4+ NTT" wo. o_s —_ + - 


obxGs of our Anger butGompaſli on. 
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are out of the way of Ih, but 
Dammy emergens, \ols ariſing to them, 


and that's the prejudice of a lying and | 


erzoneous Un ing. 

Infer. 3. Perfwade Men into the way 
of Truth, and. preſerve them therein. 
Many are loſt by meer negle&t. Many 
wauld bave hin wiſe if they had bin 

taught. Many would haye bin fay'd, 
3f they bad bin but admoniſh'd. Many 
2.0nc Joyes Exrors, as conceiving them 
to be Txaths. Thoſe things that axe 
more Salutory and Sanatory arg clear 
unto the eye af Reaſon. 

Infer. 4- Take an acgount of the 
Slticaley to recover Men an Erxar. 
They are bewitched, belatted, inflay'd, 
befoald, quite out of all Ingenuity and 
Qrder. Error you ſee js ap entangling 
thing. It doth Aﬀaſinate, Intoxicate, 
Infatuate ; heing mntangled in Error 
it's hard tobring about 
and recovery. 

Ixyfer. 5. It is the wonder of the World 
that there are ſo many Opinions, and 
ſo few Queſtions. The pretended un- 
certainty of ſome points ſhould mul- 
tiply Queſtions, and keflen the number 
of Opinions 3 for men to be in an Opt- 

nion 


i elution 


EF 


- pg —_— WD Wws cms . . 


_ -in Morals we ſhould: ſee 
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nion before they are' cleared in it is a 
meer Ataxy. Men ſhould firſt Com- 
mence ken 1h and then -Opini6- 
niſts. In Nature we ſee'the hght before 
we hear the noiſe of the Thunder 3 fo 
t before 
we take an n: Andit the world 
'were' not a mad thitig; there would be 
ceaſon given whereby Opinion -ſhonld 
ſtand ,» and  wher creipon it ſhould” be 
founded. It the falleſt Con- 
*ribution of t rids f to 
bei tk matter of Truth, and to have 
udgment in it. Were the 
Bay of Error conſidered, men Kt? 
ſecure themſelves againſt it by a ſcruti- 
nous ſearch and inq It is r"nce WOr- 
thy that any man ay be known by 
rh? we till he hath freely and in- 


'givihg reaſons ; he is tent a 
and a Fool. | Ingo 


t 
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Yea doubtle) F, and I count-all 
 #hings by : fofs fs for the Ex- 


of - the knowledge 
#7 TS 


GC. 
JT ſhew on the Excel 0 Py 
fChriſt deny of of 


and ennobles the 
9 Thoſe that reliſh not, 
nor ſavor Chriſt, 


Cow” huge ef 
gro upon the Eart 
en aQtions 'draw ont- arid: im- 


prove: the:: owers1 of : the Soul. _The 
Moraliſts: e;;. that: ſuch ations 
fortifie and { much thoſe /ha- 
bits which fach a&s 3 and 


mean: and remiſs: aQs debilitate 6nd 


weaken the FEOU of the heart 5 
oo 
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| here 'tis true, Faber quiſquis fortunes | 1 
ſue, Every man muſt Carve out his | + 
| own Fortune; as a man makes himſelf; 

7 ſo he moves himſelf, Atting in a high 

| and ſublikle Sphere, Hlarges'the facul: | 
k ties, and adds to mens perfeftions z | 
| | and to mov itv anarrow. Gompalsr © | 
4 to ſpend woge ro g#n anfwerably. | 
If G6d 5 Mot the" & of About | 

aGons;. that which We reag WH not 


T X re&ompence' our Coſt.in the Sowing. 
i Annote this well + ByYYoW thu the 


| 
lhterc of cho Recrnah, Word. ib. the | 
Fre ather, is greater than the-In- | 
; 


tereſt of the bare Creature wy God; 


by ſo much may all they that are af- 
| amd rw he uſe of 'the Son's Intereſt 
1 in God, carry. this wotk further on 
ul thiny by. their own' 'Nathral Influence 


they cotthd have dotrie, and mprove'ir | 
for better: effects; ' arid 0 berrer pur © | 
poſes: i Foy gtorhe Grace: ot 'the | 
Goſpeb of Chrift ul Belitvers: are aſ- * 
A decron | 

ri of this knowledge of C | 


&r. ti Sariiveane Reftotathve, and 
od agzinft the deadly bitihgs: of the 
| | the 


OC POT RI CER er 9 pap GY 


Apypoliedt Apobegne: 


the World; ft is art Ariridote arid So- 


veraign remedy that never 

- 2: wy 7 Eorecive and a my 
ating & ? | 

World theo 4 of roi of ; Bol 

tath the Apt 


2. fts Nha Operative; 'rwill 
tot be detained prifbrict for Held ins 
ws og ſttipid tritri arid of 

ity, beitig ſpiritet by the Goſ- 

peaks favourably of God and Re- 

Iq- bebottie one of the conli- 

Criitntes of the World. It is 
Enetgetical.”, wu_ 

4. It is Ra "arid Advancitig. It's 
the feaſt we can lay'of Chriſt, > M he 
came to make tip; " met; ro reftbre. 
Batmhe ves the Whrld fitrther advan- 
tape Is one thitts to cotifider what 
# man rity come to by vertue LM Na- 
riral Improveffietits and” Perfetio 
and betilg perfefny reſtor'd ro kimfaf 
where upot! all occaflons he departs 
from -bitrifelf, and another thing to 
fpeak what a Creatiire may be raisd 
fito being in the hatids'of the Etertial 
Sort of God: Jeſts Chriſt He being deter- 
tim'd to-lead the Creature itito "this Uti- 
joymetit of God: as far as any Crea- 

ture 


— 
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ture, or created being can poſlibly be 


admitted to. 


2. Theknowledge of Chriſt isexcel- | 
lent, marnally, { as well as Efficiently.) | 


Knowledge riſes or falls according to 
the matter of it. Knowledge of Miſte- 


res, rare-Plots, deep Contrivances Is 
admirable; and alittle of this is valued {13 


in the World, and the words thateffe&t 
them are attended with great obſerva- 
tion. # 

The knowledge of the Goſpel is a 
Knowledge of the Secrets of Heaven. 
The greateſt Plot, and richeſt Contri- 
vance that ever was in the World; it 
15alſohid fromthe World : Itis IToawn/- 


4A. (Qin, A multfarious or manifold 


Wiſdom. Tis that the Angelsdeſige to 
pry into, natnely, how. Chriſt as Zwmp 
(a Saviour) ſet himſelfagainſt Satan that 
Mioardpun OG emaAvay the Deſtroyer, 
and Deteſter of, Man-kind. He redu- 
ces their Captivity, and brings back 


their Thraldom, and recovers them out - þ: 


of the Devils Condemnation: How the 
Seed of the Woman breaks the Serpents 
Head: How the Devils Malice proves 
Mans advantage. This we cometotake 
knowledgeof in the Goſpel. Men love 

to 
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| to hear of Deeds nobly a&ed. Why, 
| here you have the miſchief of Hell a- 
 gainſt the Mercie of Heaven, the craft 
of the old Serpent againſt the Wiſdom 
of the Eternal Word, the ſtrong Man 
'armed, arid who hath poſleſſeF almoſt 
:aslong as the Word 1s old, and yet re- 
;5ected at laſt by invincible and uncon- 
|troulable Power. God canfing light 
to ſhine out of darkneſs, to ſee a Duel 
between the two greateſt Champions, 
the Saviour,atd the Deſtroyer of Man- 
kind, to ſee the.love of the Father 
rom Eternity, who loves to circum- 
ent the Devil, and to outſhoot him 
an his own Bow. (Here's a fight indeed) 
ing a Man taken out of the Devil's 
Paws, to ſee a Soul make a happy e- 
ſcape from Hell to Heaven, to ſeea Soul 
exempted from his Clutches that hood- 
inks the World, arid leads the Inha- 
itants thereof as his Trophies, and 
riumphs. Here in the Goſpel you 
Fes admittance unto the confiſtory of 


| 


1eaven, and the three Perſons conſul- 
ting for Mans reſtoration. TheFather 
ving theSon, and the Son ſendingthe 
pirit.God tells us of the Secrets of his 
wn Breaft, and everlaſting Counſel. 


on) and 
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and purpoſes towards loſt and lapſed.) 
Man, in the diſcovery ofthe Goſpel to | 
Us. 
3.The Knowledge of Chriſt inthe Goſ- | 
pel is excellent E:nabter.in its event and 
Ifſne:and that's twofold ,citherin his In-: | 
tention or Execution.God leadsMenin-! | 
to the knowledge of Chriſt, to bring} 
them unto excellency and perfection. 
Man is both the Motive and the ltiue. 
So it was intended, fo it was effe&ted, 
and compaſſed. - The knowledge of 
Chriſt was an effeCtual Means of Mans 
raifing 3 and being put into any ſtate! 
of excellency. . Our Advancement, this} 1 
is the Iflue, and Fruits of Chriſt, known! « 
and entertained in the World. For! | 
where there is nota fruſtration and dif! | 
appointiwent, things are EXECUTION} | 
proportionably according tothemſclves; ! 
ination, Chriſt in his Fathersinten;, ) 
tions, is given as a Love-token for the? ' 
advancement of Man.The knowledge of! | 
Chriſt in us 1s finis formalis, propter finem. 7 
objeFive. There is nothing beyond: * 
Chriſt, but God himſelt. I 
The Schoolmen reckon up the ſeve- 
ral Benefits we receive from Chriſt # 
thus we have pardon and remiſſion at! * 
| 0 
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our Converſions, Grace. for our Con-' 
>| verfation, Victory in caſe of Tempta- | 
| tion, and Glory in the Reſurredion. 
-: To that Soul that God .endows' with 
1] the knowledge of Chriſt,” Godintends | 
-: nothing ſo little as ordinary Courtelies, 
-- not ſo little as a Monarchy, or univer- : 
z| fal Empire, foto little as all the World, 
1. not ſo mean as moral Endowments, 
.} civil Accompliſhment; He'll make that . 
.,} Soul the place of his Divine Reſidence, 
f1 his Shekznah.This place of| Gods ſpecial 
is: Manifeſtation dignified the Temp = of 
e: the FewiſPCommon-Wealth.To this Soul 
is} that he beautifies with the Knowledge 
nl of his Son, ' God will be aShekznah, an 
xr: Inhabitation- to Eternity. He incloles. 
-: it, he appropriatesit to himſelf, and puts 
n- his inviſible mark thereon, and reſtores 
It unto his ownhkeneſs and Image. As 


we go to. God, ſo God comes to us 
through his Son, and he dwells in us by: 
the Spirit. The end of the Goſpel Myſtery 
#9 Our participation of the Divine Nature., 

d 2. Pet. I; 
' A Soul that ts recovered, reſtored; 
&- : and priveledged with the Rich adyan- 
ty je, of the Goſpel will ſay, O excel; 
| Jen 4 aan Viren, Spouſe of Souls, all 
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the Virgin Daughters have been excel- | 
lent, but thou tranſcendeſt them all. | 
It will be with 'thee as after the man- 
ner of Saints and Angels, and not of 
Men, when the Goſpel ſhall ' have its | 
ultimatelſine, and effect upon us, when 
it hath rendred its laſt Courteſie to us. : 
Wehavenow our Harveſt of entertain- | 
ment, the knowledge of ' Chriſt, -but ; 
the firſt Fruits here of holineſs, it will 
then be to eternal Life.We are now the 
Sons of God, but what we ſhall be, it ' 
doth not yet appear. This brings Life | 
and Immortality to light, yea light out | 
of darkneſs. The creation indeed pro- | 
duced light, bat 1t was but bornm natu- 
raleex malo negativot.A natural good out | 
of a negative evil. But the Goſpel * 
brings bom mortale ex malo privaiivo. | 
Moralgood out of a privative evil, | 
and to beprivatively evil, is to be in a | 
ſtate of 20x eſſe, ofabſolute nonentity. | 
The Creation was tranſated between | 
the two moſt remote terms of beings, | 
eſſeand noneſſe. But thoſeterms of enti-" 
ty and nonentity”are not ſo diſtant as; 
moral good, and moralobliquity.There* 
wasonly1n the Creationa want of light, 
but here was adefet of light, whereit 
I was: 
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was, and ſhould be. The Power of 


the: Goſpel is ſo great, both in regard 
of its intention and execution, as1s not 


| countermaundable. | 
; 1 + Tyfer. 1. Then Jetthis be a reproof 


toMen of parts, Educationand Under- 
ſtanding, that are ignorant in Goſ- 
pel myſteries. There are. ſome 1n the 
World that are ſo contented with 
knowledge innaturaltruths,..that they 
ſpeak very ſcornfully of reyealed; they 


vainly fancy that, which-is below noble 


and rareSpirits.- Now that - Wisdom 


* and Truth are ſoold, and the Son of 
Righteouſneſs ariſen ſo high, even unto 


Noon Day 3 -ſome will not endure the 


Rayesthereof. - They can demonſtrate 
| at large, Antecedentsand Conſequents 
** and can diſcourſe at large about the 
; Creature, and: yet know not how to 
* make uſe of Goſpel Priyeledges, nor 
* | to bring. Goſpel Knowlgdge into pra- 


Fice.:- Theſe are ignorant without ex- 


.cuſe, becauſe their knowledge 1n other 
: Matters is an argument '( not of their 
: Natural, impotency or weakneſs,but)of 
Wilfulneſs. - Thisisanargument of con- 


viction -unto them. They're *kill in 
matters of Natural Light and know- 
B 3 ledge 


21 


John. 9. 41, 


remameth. When you are able to dif. 


hoy a ih 
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ledge, isan argument-of:their contempt | 
of -revealed Truth : They farfeit the | 
Natural Appetite, arid overcharge the | 
knowing faculty with the 'worſt Mate- 
terials of” kriowledge. ' Men that” lay | 
out thertſelves wholly in perftance of 
Natural Light, and reſerve not ought | 
to theirStomacks for the precious Deli-! 
cacies and Dainties of” the Goſpel." IT} - 
may fay tothem as Chriſt unto the Pha. - 
niſces. If you were blind, yon ſhould have! 
nofin,but now youſayyou ſee your Sin 


conrle ofany point of Philoſophy, an 
to give an account of the tranſaQions i 
conjmon Wealths,and how Monatchics: 
rifeand fall; have flouriſhed and beer 
extingnfhed. This'is an uncontroulas/ 
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; | - gives the ſlighteſt poſſeſſion. A man 
J Fath lon of that in the leaſt de» 
|. greeof which he hathonly an opmion. 
-. "Tis the worth of the Poſlefhion that 
, - makesaMan rich of accountand eſteem. 
6 The weak light of the Moon, being not 
. * accompanied withwarmth, nor purſued 
:: with heat, doth not conco& moiſtures 
[; and crudities ſo as to make the Air 
: - wholſom, as the Sun doth with his fal- 
«| gent Rayes, which is -produttive of 
a; heat. So the glimmering Apprehentions 
e: of fome:Men are ſo weak that there 1s 
{ no heat following of it. Ergo, they 
are ineffeual. Ir muſt be knowledge 
a In the Underſtanding that muſt be pro- 
+ .ductiveof Heat and Warmth, thatmuſt 
} -bring a Man into a' wholſom Temper 
and Conſtitution. This light breaking 
: forth is mmore danger tobe thickened 
* by vaponrs, than diſpelled by them, 
but overcome by clouds. The air: by 
- .the light” of the Moon is not ſuffict- 
: ently purged from ſtenches, &*c. 
- But underthe fall influence of the Sun 
4 Wwe have our health ſecured. L306 
> Natural knowledge is but a Moon- 
+ Ight, and-therefore hath little Power 
'over the Spirits of Men by itz they are 
e B 4 not 
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not matured,nor concotted,nor brought 
into a good Conſtitut 1on of Soul, but 
by a great heat of defection that cau- 
ſesit. 

2. 'Let this be the Rule of proporti- 
on, by which Men are regulated, this 
1sa ſtanding Meaſure, ſealed by the 
God of Heaven, and no Man need to 
queſtion it. Bring all .to this Rule of: 
the knowledge of Chniſt. Many inge-! 
nuous Natures, and ' great Scholars 
brought to this ballance of the SanGua-} 
ry, are tvolight and ſhort. The know-! 
ledge of Chriſt is the principle Ingre-; 
dient, the Conſtitntive, Regulative,] 
and determinative Quality. The Know- 


ledge of Chriſt is Triumphant in ef-! 


tet and Iflue, Ruling, and Reſtoring! 
and Prevailing over Men. We rate: 
this Man by his Retinue, another by: . 
his Honourable Defent 3 this: by his: 
Ancient Family, another by his Goods, 
another by hisacquintance and abilities. | 
Such muſt reckon again,if you would tru- 
ly valuethem, viz. See how farthey are | 
in participation of the Divine Nature, 
and” participate of Eternity, how far on 
in their wayand Journey, how fitted to 
dye intheenjoymentof God, and how 
| | ar 


er 
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Men that were down in Hell, have 


made an eſcape up again, how far a 
Man isof a good Conſtitution, ſo far as 


the' knowledge of Chriſt prevails in him. . 


How he expreſles this, and lives in the 
Power thereof. 
4. Let every one look after the 


knowledge of Chriſt, if not out ofany 


other Argument or Motive, yet out of 
an ingenuous Prinfiple that this is know- 
ledge Worthy of a Man, it is the know- 
ledge of the Saints, and the ambition 
of Angels in Heaven, and. Seraphims, 
they hearken, and |with outſtretched 
Necks bow down. A mans never the 
nearer to moral Virtue for the know- 
ledge of Phyloſophy, ec. But by this 


knowledge of Chriſt a Manis provided 


toall effe&s and purpoſes. 
If this Light enter into the under- 


ſtanding, it produces goodneſs in the 


Will. Truth in: the underſtanding 
Warms and heats the Afﬀtions, tranſ- 
forms the Soul. It's Heavenly Leaven 
that leavneth the whole Lump, it hath 
ſomething in it of Divine power, and 
therefore prevails againſt whatſoever 
Oppoſes it. The Spirit of the Goſpel 
wherever ic finds entrance, cuts _ 
an 


2J 


great efficacy » Natural Revealations 
Are mdnine entitatis, and maxime efftci- | 
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and eats out all-difhiculty; and 1 1510 ww 
Iſſue Triumphant. 


For the excellency of the —— f/ 
Chriſt Jeſus my Lord. | 
We gave you an acount m 3 particu- | ; 
lars of them. ; 
1. They are Oppoſitive and Aſſertive. ; 
2. Gradual and Comparative. , 
3. Vehement and-Importunate. 
Fo; His Propriety, Get briſt Jeſus my | 


Revelations and- Proprfeties are of 


; 


ente;/' as your Logicians fay (z. e.)they 
are more of operation then ſabfiſtency. | 


Obſer. That Chriſt idhen valued nad | 
accounted of, when thereis Sence of In- | ; 
tereſt in him. When it is Chriſt my | 
Lord, . then is the':knowledge of him 
excellent, when. the: Soul hath a-Sence | 
of peculiarity i-:him, To explain it. | 
x. On ourpart. .2.. On Chriſt's part. | 

1. Apartenoſtri. © In this eſtate we | 
love moſt Amore contupiſcentie and little 
amore amicitis with a love of. concu- 

piſcence, 


Wu 22 ll ROT TE 


2 


| 
| 


'  Afpoſtolical Apothegms. © 25 

te | piſcence, not of Friendſhip. We love 
God here, as he is good tous, welove 

' and ſerve our ſelves, we make the 
of | objeftive happineſs the means of the | 

* formal happineſs; welove God, tobe 

| happy by him, whereas we ſhould do 
1- | the contrary 5toſeek to be brought to 

* him, to promote his honour. Self in men x,Cor. 15: 24: 
E.' willnotbeputdown:ill all poweris put | 
| down Self will livelongeſt, and dy laft in 
: everyMan. Yea indeedGod outofcommi- 
ſeration dothindulgeusina true fenceto 
ſerveour ſelves of him; he invites us to 
hinrbecauſe of his goodneſs, commends 
>} hisLoveandMercy tous,he propoſes not 
- | himſelf nakedly andabſtractly, but re- 
y | preſents. himſelf to us'as a motion di- 
'- | rectiveof our deſign-to/him. Where- 
| fore all Divines agree in this, while we 
d | are inour way,( Travellers here) it is al- 
- | lowed byGod toencourage ourſelvesin 
y * ourway, bypropolingmthe end offour 
1! Journey ontr recompence of reward. 
4 * But a manis ſhort of pertection when. 


* | Hemakesthe ultimate Iflte the means, 

 --and ſerves not God for himſelf. Till 
© | he doth deny himſelf, he makes God 
e + 1nſomeſence ſervehim.  Confider alſo 
- | the Clemency of Heaven, and indul- 
2 þ | gence 
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gence of God that abates us; what to 
usismoſt difficult todo, he gives it usin 
as onrallowance. 

2. A parte Chriſti. There is another 
aſpe&of God to us, when we are in re- 


'Jation to him, and when we are out. 


We gaze on him as a ſtranger, when 
we are not 1n relation to him, butnow 


weacknowledgehim as a Friend. The | 
working of the Spirit in us when we 


look upon Chriſt as the Head of the 
Soul, it inwardly warms the Heart: 


When the Diſciples were comforting | 


themſelves about Chriſt, and he ſpeak 
to them, their Hearts burned within 
them. Tt is grievous to the Soul to be 
asked, what is thy beloved more than ano- 


ſe 
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ther. This made the Spouſe impatient : - 
and ſummonin Heaven and Earth, and ' 
rank all the Creation to ſerve-out an | 
expreſſionto ſet out theBeauty of Chriſt, | 
Tzfer. 1. If Chriſt be precious, and ' 


tereſt in him, then is it fafe tocom- 


promize our Judgements withthoſethat | 


him. An happy Chriſtians poſſeſſion 


have Intereſt inhim and propriety to ' 


isfar beyond a notionative Speculation. 


Chriſt is not an argument to be beaten 


nut into fine words or Phraſes, but a 


ſolid 
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| folid Foundation to build upon,aground 
| to ſtand upon. 

2. If thou wouldeſt have fetled and 
. | grounded judgement of Chriſt, make 
. * make him thine by particular Intereſt, 
and Appropriation 3 thy Judgement 
| elſe will be ſhort and inconſtant. Make 
himas well the obje& of thine affection 
| as thy knowledge. When the judge- 
| ment goes firſt, affe&tion will follow 
| after; 'tis eafier a thouſand times to 
+ flinga Notion out'of the Head, than 
to move the Heart when it is ſetled: 
Therefore ſecond your Judgement by 
affection , ſecure the Heads by the 
* Hearts, tonow to go on with-other ex- 
: preſſionsof the Apoſtles vehemency, 


* For whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all 


things p 


Ts a a 


Hence obſerve 4, things. 


| __T. A Chriſtians Judgement and Pra- 
: Chice are proportionable : Doubtleſs I 
+ accolintall things,@c.Thereis hisJudge- 


* ment, 


For whom Ihave ſuffered the loſs of all, &c. 
_. There is his PraQtice, and there is 
the Conſtancy of his Judgement. I 


ſhall 


ſhall loſe all, ec. Pradtice anſwers 
Padgement, and Judgement is confir'd 
y Practice. Ky 


OBE > 4.44 


Obſer. 2.He that hath any of Chriſt 
would have: more of him. He accounts : 
it lo for-Chriſt : In the next verſe he 
goes on; for the tranſcendent know- 
ledge of. Chriſt, then that he might be; 
found in him, and then'to be known | 
of him, and to be -confirm'd by his 
Death. His blefled' Soul will not be 
Gatisfied, but isſtill thirſting, till it hath! 
all Chriſt. Our words are too ſhort | 
to expreſs the Apoſtles Mind and Sence. 
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Obſer. 3. Emptineſs of all worldly! 


' Excellencies is the only. way to get } 


Aﬀe&ction towards him. All things | 
Elſe are oxv6aau, off=ſconring. 


Obſer. 4. A Man that is a true Chri- | | 
ian can part with all the world for | 
briſt. | | Z 


' To the firſs. 1 


A Chriſtians None and Pragiice | , 
are proportionable, There ArE 2 things | ] 


& 
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8! 5n-it, 1. A Chriſtians Praftice anſwers 
| his Judgement. 2. Worldly inconve- 


| niences occaſioned by ſuch Judgement, | 
+ prevail not toalter the Judgement. 


| The firſt Reaſon of this point. 


= 
4 


[ Learn then that a Chriſtianis renew- 
ed mall the parts, and faculties, and 
; powers of Soul: We are better not 
in regard of perfeQion of being, bur 
! perfection of parts. | 


A Chriſtian is renewed throughout - 


1 
: 
| There is a regeneration of the Will, 


3 
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and compoſure of the Aﬀections; it 
makes men as well taſt as feel, or ſee 
/- as their Heads are informed, thenew 
t} Firth of the Creatureis 1n all the parts. 
S: K. 2. It is the violence of Hell it 
: ſelf tolive in pradtice contrary to the 
* Judgement, the Man that thus ads, 
" + doth himſelf more wrong than all the 
"+ World, yea, than the Powers of Hel! 
can do him ; he puts himſelf on the 
tearfulleſt Wrack that ever any Man 
endured. A Chriſtians pra&ice muſt 
be correſpondent to a Mans judgement, 
becauſeit isthe greateſt wrong that can 
be, the contradiction of a Mans Judge- - 
ment. R, 4. Be- 


0 
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R. 3. Becauſe Religion is a ſolid ſet=: | 
led Judgement, not a light and mo- | 
veable opinion; and if that be mature, 
and grounded, it will not only have: | 
Influence upon, but abſolute command 
over the whole Man. Such asare not. ! 
brought to full growth and perfe&tion, | 
vaniſh as the Morning Dew. But Re- ' 
ligion 1s a thing ſetled in the Heart, a 
ſound Judgement. A Mans Heart is | 
ingaged, and poſleſled with it after | 
long debate and inquiry 3 wherefore ' 
it 1s the moſt deliberate and adviſed | 
ation he undertakes in all his life. | 


Now the Heart is won, and made a 


Fort umnpregnable for God, which 1s | 
not eaſily ſurpriſed by. Hell or Satan | 


himſelf. 
It is not a bare Name or- Opinion, 


he's ſoon imbottom'd, that is not well *' 
grounded init. Religion is a frame *' 


ſet up in the Soul, making it a Garri- 


ſon for God ; that the Devil himſelf Q 


aſlaults 1n vain. 


R. 4. The mighty power of God is : 
_ engaged for the exiſtence of every 


Behever, "ay kept by the mighty power 
of God unto. Salvation. Becanſe Gods 


Omnipptency 1s engaged for their 
main- 


_— —_—— - HOARY 
% 


: 
| 
Co Iv 


RS — » 7 6 = 


| Apoſtolical Apothegms. 3 
* maintenance, therefore can't the Gates 
; of Hell prevail againſt them. The pow- 
ers: of Kell and Darkneſs mdeed are 
; in themſelves formidable, but no- 
thing conſiderable in Conteſtation or 
* Competition with the Divine Power. 
* Omnipotency eaſily countermaundeth 
! all the World, and Hells Power ; you 
| ſee a Chriſtians Judgment and Prattice 
* go hand in hand together. 
' Uſe. i. A word of -cotiviction to 
: vain Boaſters, empty Pretenders. He 
: that is not in Heart and Life, as much 
| as in Tongue and Words, is+ a wat 


king IK. They who pretend their 
! Hearts for God, and are nothing leſs, _ . + 
| are ſelf-contradiftions. MMM is nor BESR /L, 
* a thing ſeated in the Head only, the 

ſubject thereof is the Heart likewile 3 | 
+ itis ſomewhat in reality. 

Ofe. 2. God holds Men as hegains 

; Men C 7. e. ) by ſpiritual irradiation, 
|.and inward illumination. He draws 
* them by the Cords of Love, and fo 

: holds thetn. Mens enlightning is their 
firſt ſtep to God 3 as is the Heart, fo 


\ $ the Man: this is our ſecarity ever 


C Obſe , 2; 
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, Obſer. 2. He that hath, ANY - .of  Chri 
would have more of him, |<» &% =} 30 


to be intimate with him, incorporat 


into him,. found in him. It is ſo, bes” 
cauſe Hl 
1. Hefinds, Chriſt to be ſo. good. ! 

2. He finds nothing ſo good as He. }- 
3. He 1s wellabletojudge of him. *: 


| 
Tothe firſt of them. L 


1. We prov'd before, that he w: h 
an Eminent and Intenſive, good, (.e.$®! 
in himſelf. And Extenſiyely gd (C7. e. 
as to all effetts and parpolss, 4n all pla4 
ces, taiiye fe angie cs, an protenſive goody” 
3.e. a continuing and laſtinggood. He” 
ever lives ,to make interceſhon, - && p 
The Same Jeſterday, to day, and for ever Rn 
And he 1s an adequate, good, ſata $1 
ble to our miſery and imperfetio 1 


C 
C 


| Meetto the hungry, and drink to the thir: 2 


fy, & wv; 
Heir is a remedy againſt every 'Ma#.* 

lady, fit and proper to our turns, .com 

municative of his good, and he wouldy: 

be egregioully fruſtrated, if we-we 

not partakers ot ſuch priveledges. 


y is virtually and effeGually every gaod, 
he is not deſtructiveof any. thing;that's 
gogd 1 in us, , but ratio Pre 
means of attaining all. _ . 
2. He finds nothing like him,. not 
| lie choice of all things 3 not allt mos 
| together, not any | hin herein, 1t 
| actuall ly triumphs it (elf, nor any thing 
inultimate iſlie. 
| 3. He is well able to. judge of, him, 
becauſe enlightned by him 3, 1t_is-.in 
his way, and, within the compals of his 
ER he doth but-/like himſelf; 
| ike in his trade,, when he judges, of 
AChriſt. - This is the very iflue of. his 
;{Chriſtianicy, as he is actuated, enlight- 
iq med and enhven'd by him 3 fo ishediſc 
poſed to this alt. Then 
| 1, Here is a palpable, Convidtion of 
4 poke. non-intereſt, | in. Chriſt, becanſe 
| defire Chriſt. Were men 
IE ps fled, by. him, they. would 
'nake reporrs of him; ſet eſtimate.and 
value by 2 pe enquire after him, take 
þ ore hold of hum, 
_ Th XY that, Foe taſted of Chriſt, de- 
Pa q: frer him, converſe and 
e 


—- 


Ie It Mens, ſlygeiſhneſs 


nor 


neſs this my diſcovers them - 
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not to be real, but vain pretenders to} .., 
him. | 
2. This may juſtifie the hungry ap- Ty 
petites of Chriſtians , whoſe pradtiſes 1;, 
are ſo unfavory and abſurd to the, x; 
minds of Carnal Men. One morſel,,,. 
provokes the Appetite to more 3 when Ju 
thcy have a taft of the Spirits working). 
in them, they are upon the wing, and 
take no refuſal. The Sence of they, 
Worlds emptineſs, prepares for Chriſt 
welcome. Yea doubtleſs, And I ach, 
count all things but Dung, that I may wi 
Chriſt, ec. There is a ſence of the. 
Worlds vanity and Chriſt's excellency{ 
Man hath always a Dalilah in his Hearty, 
his mind 1s not his own 5 man evetg,f 
adopts ſome companion. When Chriſh,.. 
is eſpouſed to the World, he divorce, 
the beauty and excellency of it, with _ 
which the Soul did formerly commit, 
Spiritual Adultery. Men donot wittingay/ 
ly befool themſelves, or ſport in folly ge, 
now nothing is ſo baſe an enemy tg; 
Chriſt, as a lying apprehenſion, afalk 
Judgment : At that inſtant that a ma 
mind 1s enlightned from Heaven, 
man ceaſes to walk in lying apprehen 
ons, he is rid of his fond fancies, an 


& 


Call 
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can a& accordingto right reaſon, judg- 
'ment, and underſtanding. Chriſt 1s 
therefore neglected , becauſe we are 


* diſlaffeted towards him, and our 


* difaffetion proceeds from hence, that 
we are under the power of a falſe 
Judgement. Recover the Soul to 
Iright Sence, andit will teturnto Chriſt. 
} Irfer. 1. This tells Worldlings why 
they have no Stomacks to Chriſt, and 
hy they can't reliſh the dainties of 
the Goſpel, and why carnal ſpirited 
en take not that delight and com- 
Placency in Chriſt as others do, they are 
Full already. Ard the full Soul loaths the 
WHorey-Combs their Months are out of 
' wh their Pallats diſtempered 3 they 
ave already ſurfeited ofcarnal delights 
-and fleſhly Delicacies. , 
h 2. Study the world ſo far as to free 
thy ſelf from Impoſtures and Deceits. 
>Where there isnothing forthe external 
'$encesto work upon, the deſires of Mens 
ninds will call up, and takepleaſare in 
allacies. Let a man take himſelf off 
om being a Slave to the world, by du-+ 
y and rightly informing himſelf how 
har effe&ual and available the good 
things of the World are, and wherein 
0 C 3 ſhort, 


3] 


ww 33, Apoſtolical Apothegme. 
| | ſhort, wherein the extent of their good- 
neſs extends, how far it reaches, where- 
in it conſiſts, to what bounds and limits 
[8 gh confin'd. A man 1s leaſt of all ſecured 
; fromthe hurt and danger of it, by be-' \ 
if ing abſtracted from it. -. Though a man ; y 
i4h preciſely and : barely uſes no - riches, | / 
by knowing the World is unſatisfa- ! k 
cory, yet this-15 very advantageous | te 
144 UH to the provoking and ſtirring up de- | v 
(AO fires and expectations of - Chriſt, - and'! 
"Mis the delicacies of the Goſpel}, - > a 
Jt For whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all! a 
[tu _—_...- BN apo g 
pet al 
Obſer. A true Chriſtian can find in 
Wit his Heart. to part with alt things for: a 
ky Chriſt, - And therefore obferve again, 
Wl That Chriſt comes asa very good: bar: 
gain.it he comes upon ſuch terms. Tf a 
lightand Judgment of the Worldsemp- : 
tinels, 1 diffdence and diſtruſt; and' 
a loſs of the Worlds contribution 
will buy Chriſt, ſtick . not. at the, bar-' 
gain. F--n. -  _- 


\ I; b 8 
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To ſpeak to the former. 

| When Chriſt is entertained, all the 
- World is made to yieldto it. Tle e-' ' 
1. vince it by inſtance, Demonſtration, 
» | Application. When Chri't was made 
. | known to them, they were content 
$i to burn their Books, amounting to the 
- value of 50000 Talents. 
I Peter and Andrew leave their fiſhing- 

[nets, - by which they got their living, 
J: and follow Chriſt. 

: Matthew forſakes his Cuſtom Office, Matth. g. 19. 
and follows Chriſt. 


As. 19. 19, 


Matth. 4. 12 


n; Peter declares that he had forſaken yah, r7. 21, 
of allfor Chriſt. | 29. 
| 

The demonſtration is four fold. 


L 
- Topart withall for Chriſt is 
4 1. Onour part convenient. 
n- - 2. Init ſelf expedient. 
- 3. Topreſerve a man wholeand en- 
tire inhimſelf. 
4- It is profitable 'to us, and forour 
gain. 
0 


C 4 Te 


, Col. 3.9 
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To the Firſt. 


1. It is fit we ſhould return ſome-! 


what to Chriſt, he exprefling ſo much 
lave .to us. This 1s a peice of ingenu- 
ity on our parts; our all that we can 
part with, 1s nothing to the leaſt dram 


of that blood he hath ſhed for us. He! 
tor whom it was no robbery to ſtand! 
upon terms of equality with his Fa-| 


ther, yet he emptied himſelf, ſtooped 
down ſo low, as to take up the Croſs, 


and ſuffered Death for us. He in whom 
were hid all the treaſures of Wiſdom! 
and Knowledge, cries, why calleſt thou' 
me good? Accommodating himſelt un- 


to the Condition he condeſcends unto, 


that he might be the more effeftualy a 
Mediator for us. It behoves us to do. 


ſomewhat to teſtifhie and expreſs ſome 


working of-afte&ion unto him. And! 
there 1s no greater ſign, than to be' 


ready and willing to reſign up, and re- 
Imquiſh all our Worldly Intereſt at his 


call : This is ſelt-denyal, this 1s the te- | 
ſtimony of our afte&ion, and the proof: 


of our loyalty. The things we part 


with, are more Gods than ours, at | 


whoſe 


” 
\ 
+1 d 
WELL 5. 
n | Y, 


+ a Ba: 


| Chriſt. 2 That we have a ſence of his 
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whoſe pleaſure we hold them neither . 


can we hold them, when he takesthem 


' away, and it is better to loſe them, 


than any longer enjoy them, becauſe 


they are out of ſeaſon, out of date; ' 


therefore how inconſiderablea thing ' 1s 
it to part with all; thisisthe tryal ofthy 


Faith, and reſignation of thy ſelf to - 


God. 

Power to uſe is more and greater 
than ſimply to enjoy 3 yet the power 
to part with is greater than either, 3. e. 
In caſe of Gods call. Now it makes 
more for the honour of God tolay them 
out, than to keep them. Here is an 
ation of thy part taken well at 
thine hands by God 3 and herein you 


ought to be thankful for this Grace of 


God which 1s given you. 

Thisisthe genuine temper of Religion 
and this 1t 1s to have a Mans Heart 
looſned fr omthe World, and to be 'a- 
ble to ſerve himſelf truly, by hisdiſpo- 
ſing of what he hath to ſerve the 
honour of his Creator, to teſtifie his 
acknowledgement of God, and how 
much he is beholden to him. Ir te- 
ſtifies, 1. That our Hearts are with 


41 


love ' 


.- 
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F., | love, and: are willing, to make due- 
$i returns unto him. 3. Thnat-we are con- 
i tent with him alone. If Chriſt ſhould 
Fi ſay, unto the Soul, thou ſhalt not live 
[2 by Bread .anylonger, butby the-word 
of. God; and by me immediately, and : 
1;% _ by Faith, , anda fight and fence in-me. 
4 'Tsthis a wrong; tobe more dependent - 
| F on God, than on the Creature ? To be 
4 admitted tothe glery of ChriſtHave we 
The not-abungantly cauſe - to: 'rejoyce - in' 
ty! finding that ſweetneſs and.contentment + 
1 ig-him, and-knowing him to ' be as he * 

| 15: and; as; the; Scripture holds + him 
£ forth; 

| - 2. Tis convement-1n it {{elF-t0,quit - 
[id the, Warld .( upon 'the call -of-provis' : 
lk vidence.) upan; three-fold-account..'. 

by, 1. To make room-to-lodge Chrilt. 
W's 


2. Toprevent-Chriſts: former . 

- 3- To ſecure gur:{cbves from: impoſh-- 
ble. actiong,,and;jof '{uch! things as are ' 
| mutually;deftrutive oneof/'another- 
f# 1. Tozgive Chnſt - entertainment; | 
j' Former-Inhabitants muft be outed E- 
WS, JeFione firme.i,For the Princeand Lord 
[a of Lifezand-glory. ; He-will furniſh the ++ | 
Room with his-own - hangings. Now » | 
I \'73K Room for::Chriſt-:; will not; be o_ \ 

_, with- 
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, | without, an Engine to looſen, our, afte- 
Hons. from the World,; in a three fold - 
regard. Becauſc- | 

1. Our Heart is narrow,, and there-. 
fore cannot hold all. X 

2. Worldly things areheavy lumber., 
and, | therefore take up much room. - 

3. Chriſt is a great Treaſure, , and, 

+ therefoxethere muſt be room for him. . 

I Our underſtanding and affeftss . 

ons;, are but ſmall. Conſider the, ap-. 


in part : All the love that,, we, ..can., 
ſpare him, will be but a littles there-,., 
fore throw the World out , of your.,, 
hearts to make room for Chrift., | 
2. The. things, of the, World , are., 
heayy. lumber, and . wwll not he. cloſe,;, 
together, nor mingle one with anather; 
they clog the Stomack, and takeaway. 
the, Appetite.. Men, that drink faily:., 
draughts, have no.Stamack to Heayen--... 
ly .delights. . Men, dote. upon Wayldly ., 
Excellencies.and feed on husky and wins, . 
dy.vanities. Though they cannot; fatis- 
fyingly feed , an them, _ yet, they, may. , 


Surfeit upon. the tedious and: dujl.con-... 
coction of them, TEX 
, . A 
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A Man taken up with the World, 
hatha ftone 1n his Heart, and ſo Nature 
is weakned, and deprived of Spirits, 


that it requires for concoction ; ſothat 


aſarfeit is conſequenthereupon.World- 
lings, eat, and never have enough, 
their food is barren, dry, and void of 


.nutriment. 


3:' Chriſt is a filling Treafure, Nature 


1s not recompenced for her work, when 


ſhe isovercharged, becauſe there is no 
Quinteſlence ſuggeſted to the Spirits. 
The eye of theSoul toChriſt,isas the bo- 
dxy eye to the Sun 3 they are over- 
come by the redundant light of its re- 
ſplendent rayes. It is too too weak to 
receive the full influence of that glori- 
ous Body. The like diſproportion 
doth theeye of the Soul hold to Chriſt. 
The Soul's eye may be for ever em- 
ployed in viewing the Luſtre of theSun 
of Righteouſneſs ; we are not able to 
bear the Splendour of Divine Beauty 
but the Eye 1s dazled, ' the Mind aſto- 
nifht and wrapt up intoa ſequeſtred ſpe- 
culation' from corporeal tranſattions. 
Weſhallneed no creature candlelightin 
the Sun-{hine;_ no, we had need rather 


to draw the curtain. God can call 
a Soul 
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Soul out of the Body, as a flame of 
fire ſwallows up a Spark, or the Ocean 
drinks in a drop. So Chriſt is of fo fil- 
ling a Nature, that all the intendency 
of the mind is to be fixt on him, andall 
the vaſtneſs of the Soul to be determi- 
nedto him. The Soul 1s in arapture, 
while the hot beams of the Sun- of 
Righteouſneſs fall down direUly on it. 
When the Soul hath entercourſe with 
God, it is ſnatched away from the Bo- 
dy for a ſeaſon, and the ordinary coarſe 
of Nature is intercepted and ſuſpen- 
ded by the Divine power. It 1s not 
agreeable to the State we are now in, 
to be happy, we may ſoon be ſwal- 
lowed up, and overcome with glory. 
The nearer we look, upon this Glory, the 2 Cor. 3. 19. 
21ore we are changed. Outward heat 
(lay Philoſophers _) call forth Mens 
inward heat, and that that we call fire, 
is ightin its Element above. They fay, 
ſo doth Divine influence evocarecalorene 
interium, call out the heat in us. When 
the Body lies by, and theSoulis fallied 
out to God. It is1nanextaſiec, and ho- 
ly obſtupefied, and it is wonderful 
buſie about Chriſt, its noble ObjeR. 


In oe 
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'In this caſe they are within the verge of 
Heaven, and m danger of. Hothitig bur | 
being a little ſooner tranſpotted "Into | 
Paradiſe; of' paſſing out af the World | 
into "Chriſt, "without 'obſervance MX 
being chahped, and nt taſtirig of 
Death. Of having the 'Soul FER 
into happineſs without  excrliciating | 
or tormientitig the Body : z Godcan glo- 
rifie a Soul by looking on It, and call 
1t out 'of the World vi. ſhining upon 
*. Should there 'n6t be a St enfion, 
and'takingoff6f the favour of God.and 
a withdrawing for a while, that the Soul 
mightrecover herſelf again; ſhe would, 
I ay, be Trollen out of this eſtate, as 
when the huge Oecan takes in a drop. 

When G 


alittle withdit, the Sou! wotild even 
faddenty BE tak away him, and 
lexve the Body fortorn ind deftitue 43 
a ſtupi# heap; "ths 8; qut Would invifib! 
afd iniſenfibly ſeat Ray asthe great jo 
flame ſhgtchts thro'it aſp ark 
2. It is requiifite t ps? Heart be 
lookhed from the World, to prevent 
Chriſt 


*”... 
F 


| 
| 


| 
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God cauſes the light of his | 
counteriice to rife; and a Soul 1s under | 
the infliitnce bf Heaven, ſhauld not | 
God inhibit oft abate; ſhobld . he tlot | 


tia 
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Chriſts jealoufie;or diſdain.Chriſt refaſes 


to be apiece of | a recoverer toi\Man, 


' he doth not+his.work by halves, he'll 


- —__ —_— "Om 
”A CY «4 


not be half a Saviour,  hewill'/be-alljn 


all, to whom he is any at all,' or elſche. ' 


will be none at-all, ' to tim to: whon! he 
was any. 'Chniſt ſcorns ;:any competi- 
tion. It 15 not- ſafe for the Soul toere- 
ate any cauſe of jealonſie. | He-ma 


well diſdain to be what he would be to 


the-Soul, when 1t hath any expeCtation 
of or looks for any other ſupphes. 

3. It 1s convenient to the end, 'to 
keep a man whole and intire in him- 


ſelf, and not broken or divided into 


contray actions That that we do 
apprehend to be ſuch. as that we do 
owe happineſs unto it, thatwe will'be- 
ſtow our ſelves upon, be it what it'will 


' be. For if weacknowledge that we 


owe but half, we had better owenone 


* of ourſelves.or/ſervicesto'him. 


It we leag upon the 'Staff of the 


| Creature, ifahe World make us'or mar 


us, 'we are:miſerable men. Therefore 
that a Man may reſerve to him(dlf his 


jaft liberty and freedom, he muſt Hve 


above theworld. Heis not keptwarm 
by his Cloaths,' nor nouriſhed by His 
| food 


-47 


for whom he became of no reputation, | r« 


"ry 


 1n Worldly things, but that we liveby, 
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Food, ( 7.e. _ originally, or indepen- 
dently. The Creature - without God 
15 nothing, and the Creator without it 
cando any thing; 


F 


Obſer. A Chriſtian can find in his Heart | 
to part with all for Chriſt. Here . 
Doctrine in prattice, diſciplina in ſub-) 
jeFo. TheReaſon is becauſe, 

I. It 1s ingenuous on our part, we} 
being made partakersof ſo much love, cc 


wa -. H7H 


| 


an 69- 


I 


py Bos 


and emptied himſelf, that we might} A 
participate of his fulneſs z - and this}ſp 
for our gain and advantage. ou 

preſent enjoyments are more Gods} T 
than ours; therefore it 1s meet to fſur-! v 
render them at his call. Hereby have tw 
we an advantage to teſtific our love to ja; 
God, that's the moſt the World's worth, gz 
and the greateſt benefit it can yield Fn« 
us, to give us an opportunity thus to |ki 
act, to teſtifie our acknowledgement ! 


| of his providence, and to acknowledge jd: 


our dependancenpon him, and to wit- 
neſs that our lives are not bound up 


and upon, and under him. God can 
ea(ily ſupply the want of any Worldly 
Creature. ; 2. Its |. 


|  -9, It is, convenient init ſelf, that we 
| beinaframe of Soul to part willingly, 
' with all in the courſe of providence 
| upon Gods call, upon this account, viz. 
þ . 

' To make room for Chriſt,and therefore 
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Hearts being narrow, apprehend but 


[Hear muſt be an emptyingz and our 


}little ; now our affection holds pro- 


) 
) 
b 


tcome. Ap 


portion to our knowledge. 

The eye againſt the Sun 1s ſoon over- 
lenitudine objeti viſebilis, 

reaſon ofthe fulneſs of the viſible object; 

A Man never moves in his proper 


W- 


3 


ſphere, till his mind be thus elevated. 
This was the 2d. Proof of the point: 


The 3d. and the next was, to pre- 
{ vent Chriſt's diſdain and jealouſie. He 
> fwill be all or noneat all, nota piece of 
5 Ha Saviour, and here the rule is true v#l- 
, kgns non diſtinguit, thevulgar diſtinguiſh 
| not, but thoſe that are taught of God, 
» know how to diſtinguiſh 

t It is the diligence of divine provi- 
e {dence to ſipply us in ſuch a way, in all 
is diſpenſations, as that we may know 


S 


p jour independency on any Creature fo 
, much as to enflaveour ſelves thereuntso. 
a jL hat which is ordinarily our ſubſedinr 
} Pite.and that that we liveupon,is ſome- 


D times 


g'hd 
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ſometimes that that we can hve with-} j 
out. The word of God inriches and] t 
feeds us as well as Bread. = 
The Creature as ſeconded, and war-! 
ranted by Gods commiſſion, nouriſhes! 
us, and nootherwiſe. It is the bleſſing} 
of God that we live, by Meat and] 
Drink, and that warmth 1s preſerved to} 
us by our Cloaths. This 1s preventive} 
of baſe ſlavery. To know that the} « 
Creature is ſubſervient to us by 1 
Service to God, and that Man 1s a- 
bove the uſe of any Creature. Ifa 
again, it is fundamental to that nobl 
Liberty wherewith the mind of m 
ought to be endowed, and preventiv 
tothedeepeſt ſlavery,toknow that Go 
commands the Creature , and that 1 
cannot at a whit without his wars 
rant. Neither go we otit without bid 
ding, nor delay without not bein 
fent. And man \s above the neceſſar 
uſe of every Creature. 
Ofc. 1. Then is religion themoſt 04 a 
perative, and energetical thing in th 
World. It carries all before it, it en4 p 
lightens the Mind , reforms the Heart 
!ooſens the affeQions.from carnal de# 1: 
lehts, To part with all for Chriſt 


| Apoſt olical Apot beoms.” © JL, - 
| in the Hearts of all thoſe, to whom 
| the Arm of the Lord hath bin re- 
vealed. - 


i 


—_— 
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Shew your Faith by your workg. 
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Notions upon theſe Words Iva Xexpoy 
KerauSnow. That I may win Chriſt. 


Obſer. Hriſt- comes to us upon a 

good account z we have 
him at a good rate, and upon eaſie 
| terms. | 


1Taks an account hereof in 4 words. 


[ 
] 
; 


7. In the judgement of his worth 
| and excellency. 
2. In the Sence of the worlds em- 
ptineſs. 
4 3. In the loſs of all Worldly excel- 
lency. 
*# 4. In the denyal of our own righte- 
D2 oulneſs, 
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ouſneſs, We are to conſider of the way 
of havingChriſt,which is by being found 


in him. The one is explicatory of the} 


other. 


1. He 1s content to have him at any] 


rate z that he 


2. Might win him, and to have in- 


ward poſleſſion- of him, tobe found in 
him, and know him, ec. What know 
him after I have bin in him! This 
Knowledge is the weakeſt degreeo 
poſſeſſion ; but this is meant here of 
Sence of him. 

'3. He would have effeCtual Intere 
in him, viz. in a full extent to al 
effe&s and purpoſes. 

1. For his juſtification, not having hi 
own righteouſneſs, but that which 1 
of God through Faith. 


2. For SanCQtification, the Virtue off 


Chriſt'sdeath. 

3. For the mortification of ſin, and: 
the power of his death for their yivi 
fication. 
 Obſer. A Beleiver is found in Chr 
viz. Being cloathed with his Righte 
ouſneſs, and accepted of God in, by 
through, and for him, as alſo by par 
taking of the virtueot his deathand re 
faurre&ion, I.A 

' 


| 
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1. A man is in Chriſt, tanquar ir 
| capite, as in the head 3; drawing influ- 
ence from him, being govern'd by him, 
| beautifyed and adorned wirh him, 
wrought into a conformity and confi- 
mility to him. 

2. Tanquam in radice, as in the root. 
He is the Vine, Believers are the Bran- 
ches, they are propago. Chriſt being 
rooted in him, they have both rbur &5- 
firmitatem, and ſuccum &# ſanguinem , 
ſtrength and vigour andall from him. 

3. [anquam in vade, as 1n a ſurety. 
He is our Surety of abetter teftimony. He 
1s our Surety, our gage and ſecurity ; 
He is Gods ſurety to us in performance 
of the promiſes, the earneſt penny of 
ourlInheritance, and ourfurety toGod, 
| helays down hisLife for his ſheep. 

4.Wearein him tanquar in procuratore, 
as our Proxy. He boreour Sins on 'the 
Croſs.as well noſtro loco,as noſtro commods. 
' 5. Tanquam ininterceſſore.as our advo- 
cate, we are looked upon, and accep- 
ted inthe Cloaths of ourelder Brother. 

6. Tanquam in Sacerdote, asour High 
Prieſt of good things to come. 

# 7. Tanquam inSacrificio.as our Sacrifice. - 

He that knew no Sin, was made Sin for us 
| D 3 that 
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Righteouſneſs, &c. 
Dreſs. 1.Now to diſtinguiſh between 


Apoftolical Apothepms. 
we might be made the Righteouſnek 
of God. 


8. 1angquam 71 primmtie, as n our firſt 
fruits, and if they be ſo, then is the 


whole lump fo likewiſe. 
Aud to be £ ound in him , not It 


ghteouſneſs, &c. But the 


gine own 


the one Rightcouſheſs and the other, 
to wit, that of Faith, and that of Works. 
Thatis the difference betweentheſetwa. 
2.2, Why is the Rightequſneſs of 
works laid alide £ Why 1s it ſhort and 
inſufficient, .and to belaid aſide. 


9. 3. Whether in any reſpe& there 


———— x 7 


m4 


titan Fl 


is .an inconſiſtence between theſe two, 
or whether the Righteouſneſs of Faith 
muſt be totally adhered: unto, andthe 
other renounced and difclaimed. 

2. 4. Whereare thoſe two conſiſtent, 
and to be found. 


Tothe firſt Queſtion 
1. The Righteouſneſs of the Lav, 1s 
that obedience to the Law, which it 


expects and re; uires. 
2. The rightequſneſs. of Faith, ts 
that which Faith doth apprehend and 


FY —————— lt hi a. as ink 


| take hold of: The Law isholy, juſt and 
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good, and . therefore a ape- an 
thereunto is thisrighteouſneſs of Chriſt., 


It is a conformity and congruity unto 
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the Law, written upon the Table of - 


a man's Heart 'in the very Creation, 
which a man may read. by the light of 
Gods own Candle ſet up within him. 
This is moral righteouſneſs. The Law 
expreſſing the Soveraignty of the Cre- 


| ator requires theſubje&ion and homage 
of the Creature. Obedienceto the Law 


1s an ad of righteouſtueſs. Our own 
righteouſneſs did confiſt in gur full 0- 
bedience to God, and in conformity 
to his will declared, and fo far forth as 
we failed herein : were we lyableand 
obnoxious unto his Challenge? Now we 
ſhould ſtill beunder the curſe of theLaw, 


| were we not bound to: obedience by 


the Title of our Creation ; our depen- 
dance 1s-0n him, we enjoy | him, 
we have hold of him, we ſtoop 
to him; we, comply with him , 
becauſe we are checked and controlled 
by him, and hebeingours by thisabſo- 
lute propriety, he may well hedge in 
his command. with a curſe. It is but a 
due expreſſion of the Creatures ſabje- 

| D4 Gion 
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&ion unto God, to obey him. But 


now according to the tenour of the 
Goſpel, there is a new ground of ac- 


ceptance. Chriſt 1s made unto us} 


Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanftification, 
Redemptionz endeavour of obedience 
unto God, 1s upon another account 
than doing.” The Foundation of all 
our acceptation 1s 1n Chrift Jeſus. We 
are cloathed upon, with the righteouſ- 


nets of our elder Brother. Dutifal car-| 


riage and comely behaviour are things 
acceptable inthe eyes ofGad ourFather. 

2. 2. Why will not legal righteout- 
neſs ſerve our turn. * 

A. 1. Becauſe it was never for its 
own worth;or in its own right, a condi- 
tion of the covenant, but only out of 
the Grace nd Condeſcention of God. 
He was in danger by his delinquency 
of being reduced into nothing but 
God having fajd he ſhould live in his 
obedience, he was as ſure of it, as God 
was infallible, Hereby was the will of 
the Creature in a capacity of being re- 
duced to its firſt principles. Gods ac- 
ceptation of mane obedience in the ſtate 
of Creation was as a condtion of a cove- 
nant and not in regard of any inward 

Virtue 
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virtue, or inherent quality in it.For the 


Creature , extra omnem rationem fwde- 
ris, autpa#i, out of any condition of 


\ covenant or compad, 1s bound in obe- 


dience and allegiance to God. | 

If ſobe then the obedience of Adam 
in Innocency, was a condition of a co- 
venant between God and Man,through 
the Grace and Favour of God, and 
not in regard of his ownVirtueor work, 
then when this condition is forfeited 
and broken, and the covenant void, 
what can man's obedience come to. 
When it was whole and entire, it was 
the condition of the covenant of life, 
by the Favour and grace of God. 
Now it hath been frfcited, and we 
return to our Obedience again. We 
put our ſelves all out of joyntby the 


fall ; in one thing we obeyed, and in 


another not 3 therefore the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Law will not ſerye our 
turns. Thatin the firſt place. 
2. This Obedience unto, or righte- 
ouſneſs of the Law 1s weak.,inſufficient, 
and partly diſobedience. Therefore 
have we cauſe to ſay of our beſtSacri- 
fices, Lord I endeavour, pardon my 
failmgs. Therelies a contracted impo- 
tency 


Apoſtolical Apothegms. 
tency and inability upon all the powers 
and facultiesof Man, ſince the fall. We 
moſt commonly are contrary to our 
own principles, and previous reſoluti- 


ons - We fear, and miſcarry, and have 


abundant cauſe to be ſenſible of our 

Weakneſs and imperfeQtion 3 our affe- 
ions are diſordered and indiſpoſed, 
our underſtandings confiſed, and all 
the whole frame and inward conſtitu- 
tion out of tune.. "Tis not ex abundan- 

tia virium, but a defe#y, for want of 
Spirits that the. palſy hand ſhakes,not for 
redundancy.of | Blood. In like' manner 
our impetyous deſtres, -and-inordinate 


affe&ions xpreſs not our aftivity or 


agility, but our contracted unpotency. 
2.1. Whether are they conſiſtent 
ar no ? A. Yea, every way. but one. For 


1. They meet in the ſubject. For | 


where are the Graces of the holy Spirit, 


the truth of righteouſneſs, the Seals of 


the Spirit of Adqption; and the Teſti- 


mony of the Son of God ; a candid | 
and mgenuous diſpoſition , a found 
complexion and conſtitution 2 Who | 
will think better of God, than thoſe 
that have the fulleſt aſſurance of their 
Juſtification. They are moſt vigorous | 


| 
; 
| 
| 
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in all a&s of holineſs, and in a ready 
and chearful compliance with his will ; 
ſo that there is an inſeparable conjun- 
Aion of theſe two, Acceptation of a mans 


perſon in the court of Heaven, and the 


Sandification of his perſon on Earth. 
For do you imagine that the Prince of 
Heaven will not beſtow any coſt to a- 
dorn his own Habitation: let the un- 
clean Spirit go into the Swine. Shall 
we be made gracious and acceptable 
in the eyes.of our well Beloved, and yet 
rTemainin ourdeformity ? Shall his love 
be declared upon us, and nothi ng but 
expreſſions of emptineſs inus, and con- 
traditions to his holy will? it cannot be 
xmagned. He that is accepted m Chriſt, 
1s alſ9 inhabited, poſſeſſed, direfted and 
governed hy the Spirit. Whoſo is par- 
taker, of the Son for acceptation, ſbares 
alſoin the Holy Ghoſt, and ſhall become 
anHabitation toGod through theSprrit. 

2. They areconjoynedin themſelves. 
Our Saviour mends and betters the 
temper and frame of Mind that 1s in us, 


upon which follows the fruits and iflues 


of the Son and Spirit co-operating inusz 
which are Grace and acceptance with 
him, ſandty of Heart and Life towards 

| him, 


"+ 
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him. He that is abſolved from the 


guilt of Sin, hath ſomewhat preſerva- 
tive of him, in Sanctity. OE 
2. 4. Where do they part theſe 


. two righteouſneſles, to ſhew you the 


different places of thefe two? 


1. A. Our good works are not the 
ground of our juſtifications. Neither 
habitual or actual righteouſneſs or ho- 
linefs of Life and converſation is the 
foundation of a Mans acceptation, or 
the matter of his juſtification. © 

2. We are accepted in Chriſt. For the 


eletion of God was anadtt of Grace or 


Goodneſs, not of rightorjuſtice 3 the 
riſe of it is aliquid extra,ſomewhat with- 
out ns; by free donation, and gracious 
influence weareaccepted 3 it isfaid ſe- 
cundum, at not propter opera, according 
toour works, not for them, Habitual 
righredfhek is the principle of. holy 
actions 1n Life and Converſation, and 
thoſe do fortifie and ſtrengthen it: ' A 
good thing out of its place is quite ano- 
ther thing,” and ſo are works conſider d 


% 


ſub ratione meriti, as meritorious. Ho- 


lineſs of life is the beauty of the Crea- 
tion. Obſerve the appropriation of the 
phraſe; that no man mightmiſtake, he 

ſpeaks 


©@ wand wok, 
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ſpeaks ſo plainly, 07: licet bis peccare 3 
he makes account of his acceptation in 
the righteouſneſs of God through Faith, 
x6[+ T1:#0s. Afterwards he faith, 6&1 ms 


I1:5«©- that which comes derivatively - 


to him,throughFaith,as the channel, this 
1sprimarily & 14 Tz, from God, as the 
original cauſe,and produttive principle. 
The righteouſneſs of God ſocalled for 
three reaſons. 1.Becauſe ofhis proviſion. 
The deathand paſhon of Chriſt,are not 
of our invention, When we were loſt, 
had not he awakened us, we might 
have felt our own miſery, butnot have 
known that we were plunged into it. 
The Phyloſophers themſelves in this ne- 
cellitated extremity, and fad conditi- 


- on, had ſome ſence of ther miſery, but 


no knowledge of recovery. 2. Be- 
cauſe of Gods operation. He fulfilled 
all righteouſneſs, Iz the day thou eateſt 


thereof, thou ſhalt dye the Death. 3. Be- 


cauſe it is of Gods diſpoſing, he makes 
it over to whom he will, and accepts 
of whom he pleaſes; there is never any 
variance between the Father and the 
Son, about the allocating of the merit 
of the Sons death. 


2. This 
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2. This righteouſneſs becomes ours 


two-ways. | 
1. By Gods1mputation or accounting 


it tous, who ſhall charge us, if heac- | 
qu us? If he abſolves, who dares con- 


emn 2? 

2. By Faith apprehending of him, 
and applying him to us, IT«ym Wuwany 
T&@ a5woylt,Allis pofible to a believer. 

3. Forthe righteouſnefs throughor 
upon Faith, MEWS NL EH may, ergo It 1s 


not Faith for righteouſneſs, but righte- | 


ouſneſs through Faith. Wherefor « $a 
vain thing to think that Chriſt came to 
make a propalition,by believing where- 


of men ſhonltd be ſaved. He came | 


to found acceptance, and to work mat- 


ter of righteoufnefs. This for explicati- | 


on. Threewords for application. 


1. Awake to righteoufneſs; having | 
the Faith of God, entertain the know- | 


ledge of revealed truth. Behold and 
conſider onr Saviours tranfaction, con- 
deſcenſfion and afcenfion 3 *tis not a 


thing ofcreated invention. Hethathath | 


ſpent his time in viewing and valuing 


that ſalvation Which is wrought for man | 


which is declared in $7oz, this is a good 
account of his being in the World. As 
he 
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heſatd; here is water, what hinders but T 
be baptized ; ſo I fay, here is Cloths for 
you naked Sonls, what hinders but that 
| ye beinveſted, and puton the Lord Je- . 

ſusChriſt. Tis not modeſty but nnbelict; 

not a ſhameful forbearance that hath any 
tmanre of virtuem it,but a croſs diſpo-- 
fition to heaven that Chriſt is now de- 
clared and held forth to you, and you 
repudiate him 3 it ſpeaks in yourecuſa- 
re &- repudeare, They are as it were 
twice dead,who fall ſhort of the Goſpel, 
felices nimium bona ſs ſua norint, we haye 
a time to compaſs it, and unbelief isas 
as much as the life (tocome) is worth. 

' Theres nothing atall,not one word to 
juſtifie unbelief. What cruelty to a 
man's ſelf is it not to venture or make 
an offer when there 1s means and mer- 
cy, and a gracious Saviour tendred? Is 
any man better by fitting ſtill? Is ought. 
loſt by endeavouring ? Is any thing got 
by delaying ? Hon the otherhand you 
compaſs thisaC&, you do an a&to more 
purpoſe than all the world, and inten- 
ſively more worth than the whole Uni- 
verſe, or any thing it is buſie about. 
Shall I make report that the King 
of Iſrael is come ta fave, and ſhall wy 
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his acts and : mighty. miracles procure 
him no creditat all ? Certainly unbelief 
will prove the moſt unaccountable Sin 
in the world. 

2. It is the greateſt happineſs in the 
world, that we are born in ſuch a ſea- 
ſon, wherein the depth of theſe counſels 
are broken up, and declared unto the 
World. This 1s the deeper and more 
ſolemn engagement upon us, to walk in 
the ntmoſt extent of natural improve- 
ments. | 

2. A believers Faith is the matter of 
his confidence, and now he is well fup- 
plied to all effe&s and purpoſes.Itis very 
fatisfatory and effeQual to eaſe and 
mitigate the grief and painofheart and 
Tnirid. It 1s a ſtaff to the Soul, 'tis 
better to lay hold of an Oake than ofa 
Reed, the latter deceives and pierces, 
the former isa good ſupport and ſtay. 
Salvation is hereof Grace, hereafterin 

lory, they differ only gradually ; the 
Tome freesa man from Satans tyranny, 
and the uſurping power of Sin, and the 
dominion of the Law. 


Phil. 4- 
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Let us therefore, as many as be 
perfect, be thus minded : and 
if in any thing ye be otherwiſe 
minded, God ſhall reveal even 
this unto you. 


2, S the report of the Language 
of his Carriage. Let ws, &c. 
2. As a word of Encouragement. 
| If in any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, 
God ſhall, &c. 
3. As a forcible Argumentation : 
Us Profeſſors, &c. 


Dot. 1. It may be ſuppoſed, that DoZ. 1, 
he who is right for the main, may 


err in ſome particulars. This i the 
rule of Perfettion. 


Dot. 2, There 1s good ground of Do#. | 2. 
expectation, that iy ſuchas are right 
b: | | IR 
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in the main, God will diſcover to 
them particular Errors. 


Do#. 3. It's greatly to be deſired, 
that thoſe whoare ſubſtantially groun- 
ded may difter as little as may be. 


To the fir#t Point. 


Fundamentals are of this ſort, vzz. 
things of undoubted foundation in 
Natural light. As for a Creature 
to tender homage to the Creator, to 
be ſubject to his Law ; to comply 
with his Will, to entertain his Com- 
mands, and ſuch things as are ofclear 
Revelation in Scripture ; They may 
err I ſay in many praCtices, As 


Rea. 1. They may err from the 
naked fallibility of the Creation. It's 
God's Prerogative Royal, to be an In- 
tallible Light. Nor doth the grace 

- of reparation exempt any Chriſtian 
from-the poſſibility of Erring; it 
would be: too much for the World. 

Ml The firſt Creation was not ſufficient- 

bf ly ſecured againſt Error. 

Wi Reg 
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Reaf. 2. From an acquired” preju- 
dice againſt ſome praQticaltruth. As 
by Education : General ſence or fond ' 
preſumption. | 

x. Education, for a Man to ſuck 
and take in an error from his Birth, 


this is Colour laidin grain, that wall 


not ſoon wipe out. 

2, Ingenuous and modeſt men are 
diffident to their own judgments, 
they put the generality in one fcale, 
and their own in the other. There- 
fore our Fore-Fathers many of them 
did Errare errore ſeculi. Fell into the 
Errors of the times. : 

3. By a fond imagination and 
ſtrong conceit. I. verily believe it 1s 
ſo, but why I know not. 


" -—m 


Reaſ. 3. From the darkneſs of the 


thing it ſelf: As being little in rea-: 


ſon, and to quit the Rule of Faith, it is 


ſhort. Without the compaſs of re- 


vealed truth. It's ever ſafer to ſul- 
pend, than to be raſhly relolved up- 
on this ground, that 1t is eaſter for a 
man to reſolye himſelf being __ 
3 Wn, e 
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ed, than to ſhake off an Error, having 
taken hold of it. Knowledge thereof 
is of leſs importance, and ignorance 
in that caſe leſs hazardous. Be not 
peremptory without reaſon, to yield 
to reaſon 1s mans perfeCtion : And: 
his degeneration any where to make 
a ſtick where divine Authority makes 
a propoſal. It becomes a Chriſtian 
to believe and entertain every thing 
that bears Gods [tamp. 


Reaf. 4. From the neceſſity of 
mans prejudiced nature ſince the Fall, 
by the forfeirure of his Obedience, 
ſince the Fall he's funk, and in a' loſt 
condition. | 


Do##. 2. That they who are right 
for ſubſtantials, or for the ſtanding 
Rule of a holy life, that God will ſe- 
cure them, and deliyer them from 
particular Errors. There is a fourfold 
ground of expeCtation. 

I. In reſpect of God the Father of 
light,and truth, ſo far as any one ap- 
proaches unto light, or truth, G fir 
forth he approaches to God, And at 
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a diſtance from him,the more expoſed 
and obnoxious to error and falſhovod. 


The Devil being in a moral way, and . 


degenerate eſtate of all Creatures, 
moſt remote from the Creator, is be- 
come the Father of lies, and counte- 
nances and delights 1a falſities. Ir 1s 
the qualification of a good Man to 
make appreach unto God, and fo 
much of his image remains in him, 
ſo far as he dwells in Light ; there- 
fore did the Jews conceive our Savi- 
our would raiſe Lazarws, becauſe he 
loved him. Whom God hath ſuper- 
raturally inlightned, and acquainted 
with the main principles of Holineſs, 
he'll certainly diſcover to them mat- 
ters of leſs conſequence, he doth ne- 
ver fruſtra inchoare, make a fruſtra- 
neous beginning. It he hath done the 
greater, he will do the leſſer, much 
more, he's neyer deficient in beauti- 
| tying andaccompliſhing thoſe whom 
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he hath renewed and changed, He John 6, 13. 


will lead you ;3nto all truth. 

 ..2. In reſpeQ of the Subje&t enter- 

taining truth, He is fit for any tin- 

Cure or impreſſion : Error in a good 
E 3 Man 
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Man is a thing out of its place. Error 
is a foul and monſtrous creature, that 
will not ſettle upon a refined, a reQi- 
fied , a clarified Underſtauding. 
Things out of their places are not, 2z 
eſſe Quieto , they are reſtleſs. A 
holy man hates the very notion of 
a lye, and thruſts out the leaſt diſco- 
very of a contradiction to truth. In 
regard of his internal fenſe, he ſtands 
an enemy to all error. 

3. InreſpeCt of the nature of truth, 
and their relation unto each other : 
They hang on a ftring, and are link- 
ed together, it is not eaſfie to disjoyn 
them .; they are in purſuance one of 
another. They are not only akin to 
themſelves mutually, but the Souls 
intimate acquaintance. A right un- 
derſtanding for the main, will work 
out and prevail againſt particular Er- 
rors ; juſt as Sanity in the principal 
parts of the Body will work out other 
diſtempers, and recover it ſelf from 
{mall Maladies into a right Conſtitu-þ 
tion. So give but a holy man room, 
and his divine Nature will overcome 


any thing of a Diabolical inftindt, 


Truth 


Apoſtolical A pothegms. 


Truth is the Davghter of Eternity, 


but Error is a Lye, A lyelives by 
the credit of truth. Exiſtencies con- 


tiaue, Appearances do not ; ſuch is - 


the foundation of a lye, but a colour 
it will ſoon rub off, and quickly wear 
out. There is fair ground to expect 
thus much, provided men do' not 
incur a forteiture as to their own par- 
ticulars, and ſtand not 1n their own 
light. Therefore take a few condu- 
ceables to truth. I will reduce them 
to five Qualifications, or Cautelous 
Proviſo's. 

'1. Provided, he maintain within 
himſelf a temper of humility, Its ex- 


preſly affirmed, T he meek the Loyd will Plal. 25. 9. 


euide, the humble, he will teach. 

2. Provided, he be of. a teachable 
Spirit, docible, and willing and ready 
to be informed. 

}. Provided, he retain a general 
intention to receive, entertain, and 
{ubmit to any truth that ſhall appear 
{uch, though it be contrary. toa par- 
ticular intereſt. This qualification is 
nor only preparatory. to the introdu- 
ction and dipolitive to the eatrance 
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of truth, but likewiſe Antidotically 
preſervative againſt a venomous Er- 


ror, even in matter of error and dan- 
gerous falſhood, here is an honeſt 


meaning. 


4. Provided, there be due care of 
right Information. Irt 1s a great deal 
leſs hazardous, and dangerous to be 
in an Error, when as there is dili- 
gence and inquiry after the know- 
ledge of the truth, than to err and 
neglect 4'. RANA There is no truth 
of any conlequence at all to Religion 
ſo ſlight, as to be reclaimed. 

' 5. Provided, there be an enter- 
tainment of the truth, upon a right 
ground, viz. out of conſcience to 
God, and not to comply with any fa- 
Etion in the world. To be opinio- 
native for the perſons ſake, is to 
proſtrate the Excellency of Heaven 
to the Duſt of the Earth ; unbeco- 
ming a Man, defacing to Religion. 
There .isno juſtifiable excuſe for any 
man to compromiſe with the judge-: | 


ment of any number of Men never ſa 


holy, except he plead his impotency. 
Thus to aCt is Popery, an implicit 
: TRE | Faith, 
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Faith, or non-neceſlity of underſtand - 
ing This is the greateſt ſervility in 
reſpect of a mans own home, and 
the greateſt flattery in reſpect of a- - 
broad ; for a man thus to-deny all of 
God in himſelf, to unmake, to nulli- 
fie himſelf; a worſe att than this the 
Devil did never do, thus to ſinagainſt 
his own Being. I add, 

6. Our experience of preſent, and 
of paſt time. He may make as good 
uſe of bad ( as good ) occurrences and 
accidents. Travellers love to hear of _ 
the dangerous and untoward paſlages, 
as well as the pleaſant wayes of their 
. Journey. So now have we evidenced 
and evinced the rational Propoſition, 
Habenti dabitur, T o him that hath ſhall 
be given; if we impriſon truth, we 
{treighten Gods own hands, 


Do#t. 3. They who are univerſal- DoF. 3. 

ly right, ſhould differ as little as may 
be in Circumſtantials. Thoſe that 
worſhip God inthe Spirit, that rejoyce 
in Chrift Jeſus, that have no conti- 
dence inthe fleſh, ought to be conſo. 
lidated, and united 1n loye, and in 

py afteQi- 
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affe&ion together, Dl plead for the 
neceſſity hereof, both by convincing 
Queſtions , as alſo by ſolid Argu- 
ments. | 


s. 1. Why not a free comply- 
ance, a fair correſpondency where 
there 1s a vital Information by the 
{ame Spirit ? Conſent in the main, 15 
available for an happy union and con- 
junction. 


2%. 2. Why dothey who in more 
things differ, and meet in fewer, 
agree better than ſome Chriſtians 
who differ in fewer, and meet in. 
more ? Take a man renew'd by 
Grace, and a meer moralized man, 
a man of civil ingenuity , there 1s {el- 
dom any viſible - diſcord between 
them; Nay,Brethren in iniquity agree 
amonegſt themſelves, their toundation 
isa lye. Sevmus inter ſe convenit uy- 
ſus ; Wolves agree among ſt themſebves. 
Tygers that are protervoully turious 
againſt any of a Efron: kind. | 


x. 3, 
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2. 3. Why doth any one infift over 
much upon difference there, wherein 
he himſelf istimerous, and afraid per-. 
emptorily to afſert? Why doft thou 
give thy ſelf ſuch adyantage, and thy 
Brother none at all; having no re- 
{ſpect of Gods intereft in him, or his 
in Heaven ? Thou makeſft thy ſelf 
| an infallible Judge to him, who art 
- ”_ diſcerner of truth to thy 
elf * | 


Qu. 4. Why do I not make the 
like favourable interpretation of my 
Brothers miſcarriage, which 1 mach 
for my ſelfere-while in the like caſe? 
It this Rule did but prevail more, 
there would be much more modera- 
tion in the tempers of men ? 


2s. 5. Why ſhould I uot expect 
to abate the difference by a fair de- 
bate when men join together, that 
that will be disjoyn'd by their di- 
ſtance, and going alunder? 


I 7" 
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2s. 6. Why therefore, if by an 


at of Judgment, I exclude him not 
i From intereſt in God through Chriſt, 


onght | to de prive him of all love 
affeAtion ? I ſhould follow my 

ht gment every where, and not go 
fore, ought I not to be wary and 
jealous for God ? yea doubtleſs. De- 


ny not your affeQtion, where God 
doth not his. 


2s. 7. Why do I think my Bro- 
| ther 1s out of ods favour, for the 


not having of that, upon my having 

Fe S upon Gods fa- 
vour ? Is the privative more available 
to miſchief, than the poſitive to good ? 


Qs. 8. Why do not I think that 
my Brother may underſtand that to 
morrow, that I do to day ? Why then 
ſhould I be fo buſie to part to day, 
when we may to morrow come toge- 
ther again ? I can't tell what'a day 
may produce, 


Qs. 9. Why do not I think that 


<< 
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I am taught of God to teach him ? 
No man /ights a Candle to put it under 
4 buſhel ; when thou art converted, _ 
ftrengthen thy Brother. The Candle , 
in thy docket may give him light, this 
knowledge ofthine,ſhould rather hold 
thee among men, than carry thee in- 
to a Wilderneſs, when thou art qua- 


lify*d a fit laſtrument for publique 
Service. 


2s. 19. Why do think that my 
Brother is alwayes to know that 
which I knew but lately ? He who 
came into the Vineyard at the ele- 


venth hour, was received as well as 
they at the firſt, &«. 


2s. 11. Why doIdeſpile him that is 
ſhort of me, not knowing but that he 
may not be below me ? Allow him to 
be a foot of the Body, rather than ex- 
clude him. In the Body if it fare ill 
with any Member, the whole reſents 
it, and is ſympathetically affeCted 
therewith. ; 


2s. 12, Shall I take no pleaſure 
| - in 
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in him as a good Man, becauſe he's 
not quite as I would have him ? A 
good Foundation laid, invites to a Su 
perſtruCture. © Firſt motions _ are of 
God, who is likely to perfect his own 
work, and why ſhould not Convzatores 
here, hope to be Comprehenſores in pa- 
tria, Fellow-travellers meet at their 
Journeys end. 


\ oo: 13. May there not be as great 
a diſproportion between the make of 
his Apprehenſions and mine, as 1s be- 
tween us in point of variance other- 
wrle ? Why then ſhould I challenge 
him with this fault, that mine under- 
ſtanding and his were not caſt in- 
to one and the ſame Mould ? God 
refuſes not us becauſe our concepti- 
ons of him are ſhort and unworthy ; 
Ergo, Incongruity or- Diſparity of 
parts, ought not to be matter of dif- 
terence with thoſe whoſe hearts are 
infuſed with the love of truth. I 
ſhould rather voluntarily polliſh, and 
improve the growth, and leſſen the 
diſproportion and imperfeCttion of Na- 
ture by Art, rather than to build upon 
her ImperfeCtions. Os. 
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Qu. 14. Why amo forward to 
judge, where Iam ſo much in danger: 


my ſelf? Why am Iſo preſumingly - 


cenforious, where I am no competent 
Judge? I cannot make aLaw for Hea- 
ven, nor aſſign the Minimum ut fic of 
Heaven, or the Maximum ut ſic of 


Sin; I can't ſay, if there be not ſo 


much there, is no Admiſſion to Hea- 
ven, nor if there be ſo much, it is an 
unpardonable Crime : thou knowft 
not the Iimits and extent of Gods 
mercy ? 


2x. 15. Why dol reſolve on part- 
ing, before I have relolved the Cir- 
cumſtances, as the Caufes, Extent, 


D. 


7 


and Limitation of Reconciliation. 


Where they may part, and how, and 
when cloſe again and unite ? 


Qs. 16. Why, ſince T agree olit- 
tle with my ſelf,'and ſo unconſtantly ? 
do I fo ſeverely examine others by 
my ſence, and challenge them for 
the leaſt departure? 


Qs. 
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Qs. 17. Why; where there 1s any 
ground of hopes for to cloſe in Eter- 
nity, is there not double diligence 
here to inchoate and foreſtall that blel- 
ſed Unity ? 


Now Iwill 7 fix ſeveral Foundations 
0 


r this Truth, 


_ I. Agreement —_ Chriſtians, 
1s a juſt expreſſion. of God, and an 
happy imitation of him, God's the 
Author of Peace, the Divel of Diſcord. 
Peace on Earth, and good will to Man, 
came firſt from Heaven. The more 
good men. are off one from another, 
the more aQtive is Satan amongſt 
them. And the more Divinity com- 
municates its ſelf, the more peace 
and benevolence is in them. 


2. It is the honour of Religion, it. 


they do not as far as they can promote 


peace, they diſhonour the Goſpel. of 


Jeſus Chriſt, and bring a ſcandal on 
their Profeſſion. As alſo the contrary 


tends and conduces much to the con- | 
gh | vine 
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vincing the ungodly. Profane men 
cannot {candal the Goſpel. 

3. It's for mutual Edification:., 
W hen there iS ſtrife and conteſtation 
between them, there is a ſuſpenſion of 
all Chriſtian aCts towards each other, 

they are dead to one another. 

4. It is our ſtrength and ſubſtance 
in the midſt of oppoſition, no difte- 
rence {ſo irreconclleable, as that be- 
tween intimate Relations. A 

5. It is the eaſe of good men to a- | A 
gree, and their only burden to be at 
variance, and inſupportable indeed, 
except a man be quite off from Divine 
participation. He's a very. Devil 
incarnate, who can live in the world 
by ſtrife. 

6. It is preventive of ſundry miſ- 
chiefs, otherwiſe unavoidable. It 
prevents $6 

I. FaQtions,and part-taking. There 
!s noreaſon in the world why Chriſti: 

- ans ſhould not yield to one another, 
to all effeCts and purpoles. 

2. It is preventive of falſe ſuſpiti- 
on, ſurmizings, and jealoulies. 


Jr » Laſth, 


4a 
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Laftly, This will overlook the foul 
Miſcarriages, and notorious Aberrati. 
ons of other good Men, 


Vſe. 1. Then maintain Brotherly 
Love, and Accord, and Aﬀection. 

2. Diſemble matters of Difference. 

}. Debate the Caſe for better 1a- 
tistaQtion, and not widen the Breach, 


1 


—— 


t Cor VIE. xx xv. 


Latter Clayſe of the Verſe. 


---T bat ye may attend upon the 


Lord without Diſtrattion. 


'HE World is every body's 

| Temptation , but no body's 
Bulineſs; yet we love to be bulily 
medling, though we burn our fin- 
rS. | 

It is the Creature's Faith, and his 
Security , that God governs the 
World: and this is as well our Dil- 
charge, as his Prerogative. We are 
to look on our ſelves, as in God's 


hands, and who ever takes himſelf 


out, will be ata loſs, and not know 
how to beſtow himſelf : To know 
God, to love him, to do homage to 
him, to comply with him, to obſerve 

F 2 him, 
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him, to own him, to attend upon 
him without diſtraction, 1s the ſum, 
and the whole, ot mans buſineſs in the 
World ; and what ſhall become of 
us hereafter, is God's to reſolve ; I 
take it to be one of the choiceft pieces 
of truth, and the ſoundelt point of 
Philoſophy in the World, to be ſen- 
{ible ot Divine Superintendency. The 
molt quick-{ighted Philoſophers (ths 
Plateniſts) that ever were, are full 
in this point : - Mens homins a Deo 
ſecluſa,tanquam folium eZ ex arbore de- 


 cuſſum, &c. The mind of Man, under 


a ſecluſion from God, is like a Leaf 
fallen from a Tree, (lay they), which 
retaineth neither Beauty nor Colour, 
Quamain radicatur in Deo , &c. lays 
another.: So long as it remains radi- 
cated and fixed in God, it preſerves 
and retains the power and excellency 
of its faculties wherewith it was 
cfeated ; bur if it be dittorted from 
him, it ſoon pines, waxes faint, wi- 
thers, and ſhrivels up to nothing ; 


nor 1s 1t recoverable, but by a firm} 


readumition and adhelion to . God 
again, Mens rapitur ad Deum, ut res 


ad 
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ad Centrum. The proper motion- of 
the underſtanding is to God-ward, as 
things genuinely tend to their Cen- 


rer,as heavy and light,up and down : 
So that this privation, 1mports the 
intire form of corruption and dege- 
neration. W herefore whenthe Apoltle 
would ſum it up, Eph. 2. he reſts 
fatisfhed , and thinks he hath faid 
enough , 7o be without God. in the 
World. He is,  felo de fe, in the 
fouleſt manner, that hath conſented 
to his own Apoltacy from God. 

God's end 1n Man's Creation, was, 
Aﬀs 17. that we ſhould feel out, and 
palpitate after himſelf, though he be 
not far from us all; for in him we 
live, move, and ſubſilt : and thiswas 
ſpoken of the firſt communication of 
himſelf to Man, in which ſenſe 
the Spirit of Man 1s his Candle, 
Prov. 24. 

W herefore I reckon upon a true 
account-, that Religion is the moſt 
natural thing to Man's mind 1n the 
World. And theretore, with Plato, 
I dare not define a man Animal r4- 
tional, i, e, a rational Creature, (but 

823 Ant 
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Animal religioſum, a religions Crea- 
ture) for a very near repreſentation 
thereof we find in the lagacity of 
inferiour Creatures. But Man alone 


(ſtanding higher by the head and 
ſhoulders than all his fellow-Crea- 
tures) cantake cognizance of God. 

If any one fcruple, why I 1intro- 
duce ſo much Heathen Philoſophers 
Examples in a Chriſti:az Congrega- 
tion ? 

1. I would have him give me an 
account of the Apoſtles Argument 
( Atts 17.) to the Athenians, of our 
relation to God ; namely, that we 
are Jupiter's Off-ſpring. | 

2. This do Ithe rather,to provoke 
you to an holy emulation of them, 
who only by the Principles of Na- 
ture, came to know that Man's en: 
joyment of himſelf confiſted only in 
conjunction with God. This is the 
primzve, whole, and natural employ- 
ment of Man's ſoul ; that which was 
firſt intended : that that is Man's 
buſineſs, his true employment , his 
perfeftion and happineſs, to attend 
»pon the Lord without diftraition. 


Woo 
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Whom have I in Heaven bat thee, or 


on Earth, &c. laith David: this was 
the mulick his ſoul made ; and who- 


ever he be that comes not in to make * 


up this Conſort, I dare pronounce of 
him, that he 1s eirher ſpiritually aſleep, 
or grolly diltemper'd and diforder'd ; 
uite out of tune. The Apoltle there- 
ore may well make this the Law of 
the regulation of liberty in worldly 
Afﬀairs. We may freely enjoyall the 
Providences that God affords us, fo 
we make them ſubſervient to our at- 
tendance on him. And ſurely they 
miſtake, that look only for enjoyment 
of God in eternity, for the ditſeronce 
1s but gradual : here it is good to be 
with the Lord; there we ſhall for 
ever behold his face. 
Ob/. 1. We owe Service to God. 
Obſ. 2. Such Service muſt 
without diſtraction. | 
Obſ. 1. Service from Man is due 
unto God, and none can oo immu- 
nity, or any priviledge 0 
erein. 
i. Man was cteated to ſuch a 
heighrh of perfeQtion, that he might 
gy F 4 be 
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be a capable Servant of the moſt 
High ; Every Creature 1a their order 
exprels their homage unto God : this 
is the Formalis Ratio creature ; The 
eſſential formality of the Creature. 

2. Its the condition of Man's reco- 
very : to this very end were we re- 
deemed from a vain converſation after 


the rude and uncomely guiſe of this 


preſent evil World. 

3. To remove man from God, were 
to do himthe greateſt injury, and the 
higheſt diſcourteſie that is imagin- 
able ; to diſpoſleſs him of his happi- 
neſs, Man's reference to Goa, carries 
1n it Man's greateſt advantage, and 
his higheſt prerogative : It muſt be 
ſervice withour diſtraction. Love 
him, cum totovalde two, moſt intenſly, 
For, 

I. Such ſeryice is only ſuitable to 
his greatneſs, which commands re- ' 
Verence. | 

2. And anſwerable to his good- 


[neſs ; which challenges. ingenuity : 


In our Applications to him, we ſhould 
be full of ingenuous inclinations and 
vigorous reſentings, and lively re: 

countings 
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countings of his courtelies and cle- 
mency. 


3. And*cis allo correſpondent unto 


the quality of his worth, to worſhip 


him 1n ſpirit, ſas diſturbance, and 
in truth, without guile or hypocrihie : 
The mind ſhould Deo vacare, be re- 
laxed to God ; hence it 1s called our 
reaſonable ſervice , becauſe the act 


of the Underltanding's a mental Mo- - 


L10N, 

'4. ?Tis Spiritual and Heavenly 
Service : Wherefore we are at noe 
hand to be overcharged with world- 
ly cares or fears. | 

5. Our apprehenſions are but ſhal- 
low at the beſt, and therefore our 
aftections- need not to be too much 
{cattered and divided :- A cumber'd 
mind, is at a Non-plas. *T was whole- 
{om advice of the Learned Emperour 
Marcus Anthoninus &rMw(gv czavuloy, im- 
plifie thy ſelf. Unite mine heart, faith 
David, to fear thee. Under the Law, 
the Sacriftices were ſeparated from 
the other Beaſts, a while before {lain ; 
and the participants of the Paſſover 
withdrawn for a ſeaſon before- they 

cat ; 
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eat; {ſo muſt the mind be ſequeſtred 
from the World, and compoſed in ſe- 
renity, and quietly ſedate before we 
intermeddle in the worſhip of God. 


x Cor, 111 This miſcarriage, in the Lords Table, 


the Apoltle St. Paul challenges ſevere- 
ly : Their raſhneſs was not ſo much in 
reſpect of time, as mental indiſpoſiti- 
on. But to name ſome few Argu- 


ments among many. 


I. That that 1s by the by 1s not to 

be done to the prejudice ofthat which 
is the main, and principal. Here we 
are but viatores, Pilgrims. 
2. Time and circumſtances are 
not to the diſadvantage of Erernity : 
Eternity 1s in purſuance of time, and 
continues it ; it flows in upon us at- 
ter its expiration. 

3. Means are to be made uſe of in 
order to the end, © | 

4. The Body 1s not to be compa- 
red with the Soul. Why then do 
we make our nobleſt Faculties Gzbeo- 
nites, or Nethinims ſlaves unto ſenſe : 
to hew wood and draw water, &c. where- 
fore ſhould we delight to keep 
company wholly with ſenſe, to 
peers | {ink 
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ſink down into a comprimized 
lenle. 

5. No competition between God 
and the World. None hath power to 
alienate himſelf, or ought of himſelf 
from God ; this latter obligation will 
be void, becauſe a former 1s of force. 
God is more intimate and eſſential to 
every one than what is moſt himſelf. 
Nothing can befall the Creature, that 
cen in the leaft diſoblige him from 
God. The duty of his ſervice is the 
Law of his Being ; hereby he holds 
under God, and claims of him a mans 
Title to himſelf, is in ſubordination 
to God. He is not {o far #7 juri, as to 
ſerve himſelf without Gods conſent. 
Gods right 1s 1ndubitable, uncontroul- 
ble, non-diſpenſable ; Man is limited 
and re(trained : the Mind of Man is a 
great deal wider than the Univerſe ; 
bigger every way than the whole 
World : And it becomes him, and ve- 
ry much behoves him to maintain 
himſelf in. a good compoſure, let 
things fall out how they will ; for no- 
thing 1s worthy to diſturb the fſereni- 
ty of mans Mind. He hath employ- 


ment 
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ment enough between God and his 
ownſoul, though he take no notice 
of what is done abroad. Wherefore 
now {ſhould a man do himſelf that 


miſchief that all the world beſides 


cannotdo him ? when he lives in the 
true uſe of his underſtanding, he hath 
a guide before him ; *tis a poor kind 
of revenge for a man to aflafſinate 
himſelf, A mans Reaſon 1s | his 
ſtrength, and defence ; Alſo *tis of ne- 
ceſlity that a man be himſelf; that 
he may enjoy God : For he is ſhorr 
as to God, when loſt in himſelf. 
Though God ſent him naked into the 
World, yet he came beſt furniſhed ; 
for comparatively, his Underſtanding 
is the beſt of the Creation. Man's 
well provided .in himſelf, and isnly 
in danger from himſelf. That there- 
fore is the firſt token of a Mans ler- 
vice to God, to be as it ought. 

x. When his mind is off, or lets 
looſe to the world. 

2. When difficult caſes rather drive 
him to God, than draw him from him. 


l | Pfal, 94. 19, David would be ſure ſtill co comfort 


himſelf in God. 1 Sam, 30. When 
Peter 
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Peter was at aloſs his reaſon failing 
him, yet he would not let go his 
Faith ; Lord ſave left we periſh. 

3. When men hold up their judg- 
ment of what 1s to be done, though 
they cannot reach it, how, and why: 
W hen judgment calls up practice ; 
and practice doth not pull down 
judgment. God rather takes a man 
as he would be, than as he 1s. 

4. When the power of Principles 
within, do recover the mind that is 
broken and diſtratted. Men, once 
out of the way, ramble they know 
not whither ; but troubled and mud- 
dy water cleanſes it ſelf ; - becauſe it 
hath a principle of ſelf-purgation : 
And that 1s the reaſon you find Pe- 
zer 1o bitterly weeping, after his pro- 
phane blaſpheming ; and that ſuch, as 
are under a Spirit of Apoſtacy, grow 
worſe and worſe unto a Cauteriza- 
tion. 

5. When they double their watch 
over themſelves ; then is their gain 
by- their former loſs ; and the paſt 
miſcarriages prove their advantage 
by an aiter care. Like a broken _ 
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that is well ſet again, it will not eaft- 
ly break again in the ſame place, be- 
ing the better fortified by Nature, 
who was admoniſhed of the ' weak- 
neſs. Divine light is as true todivine 
Principles, as Nature unto natural 
operations.  (3y.; 
'1. The contrary to all this 1s true, 
when a man hath a ſiniſter end 1n his 
eye. Deformity in intention is no 


where antecedaneous to uniformity 


in motion. 

2. Whena man minds himſelf too 
much, and gratifies his own, fond 
imagination, rather than purſues di- 
vine light, and truth. 

3}. When a man is under thepower 
of ſome baſe Luſt. Deſire is proper, 
but Luft is unnatural to the Soul. *Tis 
a Diſeaſe in the mind. He that wall 
berich, falls into temptation. Where» 
fore Covetouſneſs, in omni genere, is 
Idolatry ; and like, a Wolf in the 
Breaſt, will be fed. 

4. When a man 1s eaſily led into 
any temptation. Some men are ſo de- 
void of all ſound Principles, that ( oc- 
cupantur )) they are juſt ſuch as they 

into 
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into whoſe hands they fall. Such a 
one knows not where to find himſelf, 
nor what he ſhall be next. 

5. When men conſent to, and* . 
countenance, inordinate bublngs,and 
do not duly examine and challenge 
them by thoſe Principles in them that 
are ſrom God. In every diſquiſition 
(faith the Philoſopher ) hear all of thy 
{elf, give thy iclt up to that which is 
beſt F thy ſelf, and thou ſhalt not do 
amiſs. Indeed, Deus nunquam deſerit 
pax deſeritur ; God never relin- 
qu es until he be deſerted : butis 

riving with men in the Pale of the 
Church ; and therefore if they take 
| notice of him, he gives Directions ; 
and where men depend upan him, it 
is to be preſumed, that upon delibe- 
rate and due conſultation, y ou will 
have fomewhat of God put in, with 
Wwhichcaution, I hold the Phzloſophers 
late Rule to be wholſom Counſel. 

6. When a man gives himſelf up 
«, wholly to ſenſe; then he is in a flat 

- 1ncapacity of God ; the height of mans 
mand ſhould raife him up to converſe 
with God, and not to bow down 206 
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 ſubjugate himſelf unto ſenſe, wherein 


the Brutes themſelves have the pre: 
heminence of Man, 

Nos Aper auditu, Lynx viſu, Simia guſta. 

Vultur odoratu, nos vincit Aranea tattu. 
The Boar in hearing, the. Lynx in ſee- 
ing, the Ape in taſting, the Vulture 1n 
ſmelling, the Sper in touching , go 
all beyond us. 

Object. If you charge all this upon 
Religion, there will be no living in 
the World, eſpecially for us who are 
hurried here, and there, and every 
where, with infinite variety of buſt- 
neſs from day to day ; to eye God 
every where, and keep a quick and 
vigorous ſenſe of him at all turns ; 
this is impoſſible. 

Anſ. This 1s no task, no burden ; 
it 15 your priviledge, .your liberty, 
your perfection. The Philoſopher * 
tells us, The wiſe Man is only Mt quiet 
at home : Unleis indeed a man be {1m- 
plified, there is no ſecurity at all 
againſt confuſion. - But 7 the 
tempter hath nothing in us, we need 
not tear his coming. Integrity inReligi- 
on 1s every where accompanied with 
calmneſs and ſerenity. But 
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But whereby may a man thus reco- 
ver himſelf, & wvindicare ſe ſibi ? 

Anſ. 1. By the reaſon of the thing 
conſidered. No 

2. By true Principles. And 

3. By Divine Influence. 

. I. From the conſideration of the 
reaſon of the thing, as namely, That 

1. The SouPs attendance on God 1s 

| ſuitable and proper unto its Excellen- 
cy, and any diſturbance is unworthy. 
It ſhould be the reſolution of an im- 
mortal mind , Non vacare Exiguis ; 
I am not at leiſure for petty and 
trifling Negotiations : Abſit ut mihi 
unquam contingat vacare, laid a'good 
old Father to one that asked him, 
If he were ar leifure ? God forb:d, 
ſaid he, that I ſhould ever be at; any 
time ſo unhappy, asto be at leiſure. 

2, In regard of God, *tisdiſcour- 
teous and ugly for us {o to requite 
his Love, who deigas to offer himſelf 
to be company for our Souls, . and 
courts and {olicits us to be acquainted 
with him : ' Indeed were we' not un- 
der terms of Grace-; did not God 
follow us and woo us; were we not 

G acquaint- 
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acquainted with the tenour. of the 
New Covenant, that God will accept 
ſinners in and through the mediation 
of his Son ; were we not thus on all 
hands circumvented by his Spirit and 
Promiſes, we might poſhbly have 
ſomething to ſay ; but for men under 
{uch diſcoveries, men awakened for 
us to open our mouths in this ſort, is 
grolly diſingenuous and unworthy. , 

\ 3. *Tis difingenuous to our ſelves, 
and pernicious to our own fouls. 
For 1n any one individual moment 
of a holy man's life, may be received 
more quinteſſential fatisfaQtion from 
God, than all the whole World is 
worth 


2. By true Principles, and they are 


of two ſorts. Fir#, Of Gracein 
the heart, which are the SouPs byaſs : 
One with grace, and one without, 
difter as an Artiſt, and a Novice ; 
the one 1s habituated ; the other hath 
nothing. | 

2. Rules entertained in the under- 
ſtanding ; For, obſerve it, A Rule in 


the Mind, which is the produQ of 
_ Inquiſition and apprehenſion , is as 
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preſervativeof. the underſtanding, as 


a Moral Habit is ſecurity to the Will ; 
It is Reaſon, as it were, in au ſe- - 


eundo'; it leaves not the mind 1n an 
equipoize, but calls its off from the 
other {ide. It is fanative and Teſto- 
 rTative to the Underſtanding; and 
theſe Rules would do well to be in 
us, #z habitu ; and every habit (you 
know) hath a co-efficiency, as it 
were, with the ſubje&t. Such Rules 
of Light, as have been throughly 
ſtudied, and truly reſolved, will be. 
come habitus intellefFuales, As for in- 
itance : 

1. That, Deo aſſidere is the perfe- 
Ction of a rational being. 

2. That to be above the World, 
is truly noble and generous. 

3. Thatto be undera Luft, is truly 
{lordid and unworthy. Theſe would 
be wrought into the conſtitution of 
the mind, and it would better the 
countenance and complection of 1t : 
For the Underſtanding, as Ariſtotle 
well obſerves, is araſa tabula, anda 
man becomes ſuch as he makes him- 


lelf; he may be, Deo idem, under a 
> "W9 \ due. 
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due conſideration and ſerious judg- 
ment of his nature and being. 

3. By God's influence, in conjun- 

ftion with the former, will this cure 

| be wrought. Ex iiſdem conſervamur 

wibus nutrimur. All bodies are con- 

ervated by that from whence they 

had their procreation, 
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I, ITH OUT that provi- 

A / ſion of God's free Grace, 

in ſending his only Son 

to be a Ranſom for the 

Lapſt Creation; it had been well for 

us allthat we had ne'r been brought 

into Being : Or, in our Saviour's 
words, had ne'r been born. 

2. After a thouſand thoughts, upon 

this Point, I can have no ſatisfaQtion 


at all, ( but to me is the greateſt rid- 


dlein the world ) that the Apoſtate 
Angels ſhould till perſiſt in difobli- 
5. {o good a God, after fo long en- 
irnacs If Divine diſpleaſure. Only 
ſomewhat to abate the ſtrangeneſs of 
this matter, I conſider that among 
Men thatare as mad as they ) things 
happen as unreaſonable, and unac- 
countable daily, and, by ill- habits, 
3 work 
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work themſelves into ſuch a _ of 
malignity, as to delight to abule both 
Mind and Body ,. and are impatient 
to continue in their wits; ſuch are paſt 


all hope of recovery : And it's moral- 


ly impoſſible (St. Paul owns it) zo re- 
new them again by repextance, that 1s 
( as I underſtand it ) their caſe is ha- 
zardous and deſperate, becauſe they'r 
uncontroulable,and will hearken to no 
reaſon, nor cloſe with any good ad- 
vice ; butaredeliver'd up to(adw gr 
vey, ) 'a- reprobate mind (or injudi- 
ctous ) and ſo att hand o're head ; are 
a ſhame to Relations, and a ſcorn to 


 By-ſtanders, and (in a word) plain De- 


vils incarnate. 
3. The Son of Righteouſneſs has 


| laid, for all Mankind,the foundation of 


the Covenant of Grace, which is our 
claim. . 

4. As nothing 1s greater in divine 
Perfection, than to be a BenefaCtor, to 
relieve, to gratifie, to compaſſionate ; 
{o does nothing ſpeak any Being to be 
more impotent and degenerate, 'than 
to be ſpiteful and miſchievous. Our 
Saviour came into the fleſh to ſeek,and 
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#0 ſave : the Devil makes it his buſi- 
neſs to devour, and deſtroy. We can't 
do our Sovereign a greater injury than 


to count him implacable or inexora- 


ble. 

5, Chriſt's Life is our Example, 
-* his Dodrine our Direction, his Mira- 
- cles our Confirmation, his Death our 
Expiation, his ReſurreCtion our TJu- 
ſtification, and his Aſcenſion our Glo- 
rification. | ; 

\ 6. The reaſon of the thing is as vi- 
gorous afid certain a Motiye to any 
imtelleQtual voluntary Agent, as an 
thing elſe can poſſibly be to any ſenſi 
tive Beings below us, to excite us to 
the End. Wherefore he that really 
believes that he that made the World, 
has taken upon him the Goyernment 
of it ; can never imagine that Pride; 
Atheiſm, Hypoerifie, Infidelity, and 
Profaneneſs, can poſſibly eſcape his 
puniſhment. Wherefore do but 
earneſtly think upon the madneſs and 
folly of ev*ry ſinful choice, wherein 
y_ judgment reproaches your rea- 

on checks you, and your awa- 
ken'd Conſcience accuſes you pre- 
lently, G4 7. Note, 
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7. Note, That the Scripture no 
where calls any man gl #Zoyyy wick+ 
ed, or a finner, on the account of weak- 
neſs, or {urprizal, or human infirmi- 
ty, &c. Butſuch as are notoriouſly 
degenerate, and contumacious, the 
firſt that we read of ſo ſtyled, were 
the unnatural Sodomites, then the A- 
malekites, then Els profligate Sons: 
Such as are workers of iniquity, ſuch as 

| fold themſelves to do evil, —as hold 
the truth in unrighteouſneſs, and vo- 
luntarily conſent to Obliquity : Other 
Sinners, craving mercy, really he tor - 
g1VeS of courſe.——PFor he remembers 
their frame, and. conſiders they are but 
duſt, and pities them as a Father doth his 
Child. | | 

$. One is truly f{aid to turn from 
his wicked wayes and courſes, not 

1. When - a6 rather leave him, 
than he them, Nor 

2, When by Motives, ab extra, as 
Magiſtrates and Penalties are : Nor 

3. When ſufferings or afflictions 
do imbitter ſin to them only : For it's 
a ſhame and reproach, as well as 
imart, to the perpetrators: But 
FH i. When 
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1. When we forſake fin, out of a 
ſenſe of its impurity and vilenels, it's 
no virtuous action. which is not done 
becauſe good. And when, k 

2, Out of love to, and obedience of, 
God we deteſt and decline it, like to 
Joſeph of old, How can 1 do this great 
wickedneſs, and fin againſt God ? It's 
much worſe to give God offence, than 
toexpole our Lives. and Fortunes. 

Que propter vitam, vivends perdere Canſas 

———/ ele pote#t P 
9. Poverty of Spirit (1d ſignal a 


bleſſing ) conſiſts in one or both of 


theſe two things. | 
I. Ina modeſt humble ſenſe of our 


109 


own. weakneſs, and fallibility in refe- | 


rence to Ggd.. 

2. In a moderate delire of the 
things of this life, 

' Note, That the molt generqus tem- 
pers are the moſt- tractable, and of 
tair and caſieft application. 

10, We are all beholden: to God 
for our healths and accommodations , 
as well as beings and prefervations : 
tor nothing that we have is (in [azo 
ſenſu) the fruit of our care and pains, 

| we 
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we having demerited ſo much, Jet no 
living man complain. 

II, No man ii the world can be 
truly wile or good, that is violently 
addicted to either Profit or Pleaſure : 
for they are not things to be enjoy'd, 
but to be uſed;in order to better ; and 
the beſt, that can be {aid of them, is 
that they are proper inſtruments for 
the exerciſe of Vertue, Honour, and 
Reward, premia virtutis. *Tis diſho- 
o—_ to + Sxep-1 0117 b - vitious 

erion : What Miſchief (laid a great 
Philoſopher) hn ; A that [ach 4 
lewd Fellow commends me ? 

. 12. He that learns the Leſſon of 
governing his own Spirit, Chri# 
made unto him Wiſdom : for its very 
certain that nothing is well done in 
a paſſion. Ira furor brevis, Truth, 
Right, and Reaſon, give great aſlu- 
rance andconfidence, and makes one 
bold as a Lion , tho* the Cauſe goes 
againſt him; but fraud and violence 
will hold but a while, and as the Pro- 
verb ſays truly, Fraud and Froft ever 
end airtily. | 

13. Whoſoe'r is atted by the Divine, 
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Spirit is Fe0Þop2udy®. ; that is,carry'd 
on to noble action,he cann't tell how ; 
fo was Balaam once, by his own con- 
feffion : He row'd, not help it, (he tells 
us. ). ; 

14. Wickedneſs (in a while) will - 
be weary of it ſelf ; for Res nolunt diu 
male adminiſtrari : Matters wo'ntlong 
be ill carried ; But Magna eit veritas 
& prevalebit : Truth is great,and will 
prevail one time or other. 

I 5. Revocation,after Obliquity per- 
petrated, is the ſecond beſt of our 
Caſe; For, Quem penitet peccaſſe pene 
eff innocens, cou'd the Philoſopher 
ſay, He that recants, is-next to inno- 
cent. Which teaches us all 

1. Self-ſubmiſſhionto God, every way 
in the World. And 

2. A ſenſe of our failings, which 
makes us ſober and humble. 
 3- A reconciling Temper : And 
a ſerious _' | | 
4+ Reſolution of doing Right unto 
all manner of men: And 

5. Tomake a candid interpretation 
of all Meanings and AQtions. 

6. Toſubordinate all ſenſual Appe- 

| | rites 
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tites tothe diftates of ſober Under- 
ſtanding and Reaſon. Theſe Mate- 
rials, molded into our Conſtitutions 
and Tempers, will infallibly make us 
all wiſe unto ſalvation. 

16. The ſuitableneſs of the Do- 
ctrin of Chriſtianity, to all our Prin- 
ciples of Morality , did and do as 
much conduce to its propagation, as 
all the Miracles by which it was con- 
firm'd ; for in Vice there is a natural 
deformity. or monſtrofity ; and: in 
Vertue, beauty : to which all, that 
are not deprav'd by ill habits, readily 
bear a great reverence and regard ; 
as for inftance, W hoſe heart does not 
riſe up againſt a furious and inſolent 
Behaviour ? And where is there a 
man that is not taken.and much aft- 
tected: with a gentle, calm and cour- 
teous Deportment ? Every one knows 
what *cis tobe honeſt and kind ; we 
can't, by any power without, be rid 
of this Obligation : But to play the 
knave 1s very difficult, and requires 
craft ; but the other is an eternal 
and immutable Law, written on the 
heart of man, by the finger of = 

| 1m- 
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himſelf : which Law was firſt, by our 
Incarnate Saviour,explicated and glol- 
1ed upon, who became two ways Waiſ- 
dom-unto us, (as well as by his Do- 
Qtrin, as his Sparit.) 

x. By the Temper of his Mind , 
which the Apoſtle means when he 
fays, We are none of bis, if we want 
that Spirit. 

2. By the ſuperintendency of his 
Divine Spirit, a Holy Ghoſt, whereby 
we become I2oPopuuduei, able to do 
any thing expetted from us. 

17. Jeſus Chriſt is more to us 
than any natural or political Head in 
the World, (Dems intimior et intimo 
aoſtro) in point of Influence, Conſe- 
quence, and Concern ; by him we 
have power to grapple with the De- 
vil, - to overcome the World, and to 
become the Sons of God ; and who- 
{oe*'r endeavours to refine and reform 
his own Spirit will be ſure of the 
{uperintendencyand aid of His : He's 
our Head, and we his Members, upon 
a four-fold account. 

1.0rnamenti & pulchritudenis, (He's 
both Decus and T uramer, ) In point of 
Ornament and Beauty. 2, Po- 


rTo Apoſtolical Apothegme. 

2. Poteftatis & Regiminis ; Of Au- 
thority and Regiment. 

3. Influentie ; Of Influence. 

4. Conformitatis; Of Conformit 
or Agreeableneſs, of whoſe fulnelſs 
we all participate, (Grace for Grace.) 

18. When all comes to all, God 1s 
moſt ealily known to us tobe the beſt 
and chiefeſt good, and that we ought 
to avoid Sin, asa thing evil in it lelf, 
and diſhonourable to God ; of this 
the very Heathens were ſenſible, that 
had never a Bible among them. 

19. All Priviledge and Power 1s 
founded in Right: for to do wrong, 
is impotency and-defe& of Power, 
like Paralitick Motion in the Body 
Natural, it's not a redundance, but 
defect ef Spirits that occaſions it : 
And there's a greater perfeQion, than 
freedom of W1ll , (which we talk fo 
much about) and that is to be deter- 
min'd to Right, which only belongs 
to the Deity, in whom is the fulneſs 
of- Liberty ; he cana't do amiſs, for 
his Throne is eſftabliſh'd in righteouſ- 
peſs. | ; 

20. Truth 1s primarily in things, 

and 
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and but ſecondarily in our own under- 
ſtandings ;. and there's a lye in his 
underftanding that imagins other- 
wile. And if God ſhou*d not leave 
vs to the direction of our own Fa- 
culties, wherewith he has indued us, 
he'd controul his own Workmanſhip 
inus. + 
Truth lies in the:conformity of our 
mind to things which are not as we'd 
have them, butas they areappointed, 
. Which is one of the nobleſt Themes 
in the World to inſiſt on. TER. 

21. Some general Suggeſtions of 
Rules of Right ; zz. Deſpiſe no Body. 

Vex no Body. . 

Refuſe rather to admit, than to re- 
jet, any Company. if 

Readily render a Reaſon of your 
Perſuaſionsto any body. 

Hear any body. 

Be merciful to ev'ry one, even toa 
Beaſt, 

The greateſt Exorbitance 1n the 1n- 
feriour World, is to a& arbitrarily , 
or paſſionately, for the right of the 
Caſe ought to ſteer every body © and 
whoever aQs againſt thisRule iS &vm- 
»3laxemrO@., ſell-condemn'd. In 
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In two Caſes only we may pleaſe 
our own minds arbitrarily. 

1. Where no body elle 1s concern- 
ed but our ſelves. 

2. Where neither God nor our 
Neighbour is injured by it. 

21.Right Religion conſiſts of a per- 
manent good diſpoſition of mind, fſui- 
table acts will rhereupon follow of 
their own accord. Its eaſie and plea- 
{ant, and not flaviſh and burthenſom, 
to att religiouſly : poſitive Prohibiti- 
ons and Levitical limitations are now 
removed, in the obſervations of which 
we were to truſt to our memories, but 
now the reaſon of things appear, reli- 
g10n is much eaſier. To do well with- 


out reſpect to God is no vertue,. nor 


1s it our fin if we fail by meer miftake: 
Its not to be confidered fo much what 
was done as was meant in the doing. 


God will never give us over ſo long as - 


he finds us in a motion to real repen- 
tance, nor will withdraw *cill we be- 
gin to leave him. - 

22. By thele five things, judge of a 
good Chriſtian ; ' ( but not by other 
r.) 


1. By 
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x. By the general Bent of his tncli- 
nations to good or evil Thoughts. 
_ 2, By his moſt frequent Imagina- 
tions. - - 
3. By his Choyce, moſt uſual De- 
light and AﬀeQtation. 
4. By his Intent, 'and reſolutions in 
the main. | 
5. By his Endeavours, and Per- 
formances of courſe —£—All which 
lie moſtin his own power, and difco- 
ver what mettal he's made on ;' and 
ſuch operations as are not compriz'd 
within ſome of theſe, are excuſable 
_ as attiones hominu, but not bamants 
for moſt true it is, that Animas 9x5 
que e# Is quirq;, Its the mind that is the 
Man. Batyby theſe four, never judge 
of any.Body———Not 
1. By his imperfettions, and fail- 
ings; Ve 1E0133% AY 
2. By his ignorance in forme things 
wan dd NOr ' 58 5 
3. By his miſtakes in few matters. 
——Not ( leaſt ofall } 
4. By his natural or bodily defe&s, 
or accompliſhments; 15 


H 23. Four 


£114 . A poſtolical A pothegrir 


23. Four wayes is Chriſt made 
wildom unto Mankind. 

1. By his Doctrine, teaching us 
how to reform and repent, &c. 

2. By the communication of his 
Spirit, and Temper, 

3. By the vertue of his Death, |Re- 
Gn Gion, and Aſcenſion, that we 
pagan of. 

4. By the example of his holy Life 
we ſee how A hatm daily 
bad company: doth | by example— 
—one bad ſuggeſtion 1 infaradife com- 

lied withall, overturned: the whole | 
'orld. Three! ways ill; company 
doth us miſchief. - 
\I; 00 communication and —— 


+ Sw 3 23 - 


3+ Ny countenancing Sp 
Þ} practiſes———for Men 1n Company 
do not love to be ſingular, but. to. 60 
as others do; 

24. Six ſuggeſtions do makei it out 
that God is, not. in the leaſt wanting 
to, but before- hand withyevery. one of 
us in the World. 
OG I, It 


Ate wv » 
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x. It never was hor can be a crea- 
tures ſtate to be inde « fn" or lelf- 


ſufficient, but the place only of a-ſe- 
cond Cauſe. 

2. None of us can alledg impoſſi- 
bility of performance of Duty ;. or-ne- 
cellity to ſin, elſe we ſhould at. the 
laſt da ay be exculable; but therefore 

u 


to: be ſure we ſhall be avloxglaxerle:, 


_ fſlKeondemned. 


ture, there is neceflarily im ied rea- 
_ dineſs to gratifie, and ſupply tO 'Te- 
lieve and do good,—— 
' 4. Nonecan ſay worſe of God, than 
that his invitations are not in carneſt. 
5- To aſſert our inability from. Gad 
is an invincible temptation, To 1, ens 
tertain hard thoughts of him. 2. To 
negleQ all means of Grace. 


2. Where theres ily ph of, Na. 


6. God has done enough to convince 


us that he is 1n good earneſt with us. 
I. By the length of his patience, 


wiſhing us ſo. well , that he would" 


have none of us; miſcarry ; but_ to 


I Th 


know his mind and: be faved, and is 
not extream to take us on difdvanta- 


ges when we do, co 2 ak 


2. By 


_— —_——— —_———— — * 
. 4 = — 
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© #; By the awakenings of our own 
conſciences,thoſe checks are his Voice. 

2. By the ample proviſions he has 
made for our recovery, as the expiati- 
on by his Sons blood, aſhiſtances of 
his' Spirit, good providences, &c, 

-4.- By the nature and quality of the 
things he requires of us, poſitive 1n- 
junEions that charged our memory 
chiefly, being removed, and the rea- 
fon-of thoſe rhings laid before us to 
comply with our Duty,revealed plain- 
ly to us. ke ire, OY Y 

5. The fair attowances we meet 
with at hrs hands,- in reference to our 
preſent ftate of contrated imporency, 
as" bedily complexion and diftempers. 
Prejudices of Education, long fappos 
ſitions upon miſtakes -( where nocon- 
ſent of willis inthe cal, &«.) "His | 
confiderms our duſty frame, pittyin 
and" thukig - the beſt and kt : 
ftrutzon of us,1s high encouragement 
to us to Love and. Daty. He takes no 
advantage againſt us, (as we doof a 
contition Enemy )-nor breaks a'brui- | 
ſe&Reed,nor quenches ſmoakingFlax, | 
but ever "accepts, Promotes and en- 
"IR4V LIE courages 


 Apoftolical A pothegme. 


courages what e're he finds of Gad in 
any one; as he did the intent of Da- 
vid to build his Houſe : and Ger."20. 
the ſincerity of Abimilech's heart. — 

6. He is ever ready to go on where 
once he has begun ; and gives nor all 
at Once. 

25. This I take to be the beſt and 
molt praCtical Notion in the whole 
World: to wit, to conlider that, - 

I. Sin is the aft of a fallible crea- 
ture——and fo reverſable: and that 

2, This is but a ſtate of Tryal and 
hoonnhena that now we are in: and 
that, --. 
3. Our fins are annulled by felf- 
condemeation and recanting : and 
that, 


Sovereign Proprietor of us, and Go- 
vernour of the World, and as the firſt 
and chiefeſt good ; and thar, 
. He = and doth, and will, ge 
fa&o,pardon thereupon: and alſothar, 
6, He concerns himſelf in our af- 
fairs, and our reference to him, 'and 


dependance on him, communications 


from him ; and thar *tis the common 
Ly H 3 -: eaſe 


4. God has full right to pardon us as . 


T19 | 
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ſenſe of our nature, and dictates of 
our mind to refer to him, appears by 
our common Exprefſions on {urpriſals, 
Oh God / if attempting difficulties— 
In the name of God. In eſcapes re- 
counted, we ſay, as God would have 
it! In matters formidable God 
forbid ! Inrefletions of gratitu:'e— 
God be thank'd. In proteſtations,@c. 

As God help me, &c. 

26. Great is the difterence between 
Gods promiles and threatnings , for 
what ever depends' abſolute Upon 
his will, is revocable at his pleaſure, 
whereupon: were all Moſaical diſpen- 
{ations altered at once; but in his 
promiſes there isa conditional right & 
claim paſſes to us : vice verſa, or con- 
trarily of his threatnings of puniſh- 
ment, there no right paſles to us, and 
if he remit,he is better than his word. 

Its his Prerogative to wave, and re- 
prieve the execution of puniſhment, 
and to pardon it. He has a mind to 
pardon Penirents. 

His word ispaſtthereupon,andcan't 
be revoked—but alfo note, that his 
threatnings are all conditional: except 
ye repent ye periſh, I. The 
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I. The perfeCtion of his nature in- 
clines kim to it. Next, 

2. [ts zxpreſly Goſpel Grace, and 

3. He has contrived all ends to be 
ſatisfied and anſwered ; and, 

4. Its worthy of him, ſo to deal 
with us ; and, | 
_- 5. Puniſhmentis a means, not an 
end : and, 

6. The experience of all departed 
confirms this to us; he may do it, 
ſalvo honore , and its the upſhot of all 
Goſpel Declarations to pardon Peni- 
tents: but without the foundation of 
penitence there 1s no certainty in a 
Creatures ſtate. Though naught 
tempers can't eaſily believe it,becauſe 
they arenot apt themſelves to forgive. + 
We are guilty for righting our — Ab 
—but to pardon aftronts and injuries 
1s no where to be found but among 
{uch as are partakers of the Divine 
Nature ; the end of all punition is 
either for reformation of the Delin- 
Tone; or for example to by-ſtanders : 
or its no manner of recompence to 
God, when aa evil-doer ſuffers : ifour . 
r1Shteouſneſs extend not to him,much 


H 4 leſs 
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leſs our puniſhment. Wherefore 1 
make account that a ſinner that vo- 
wy yak agen 1 {ſubmits untoGod, 
and truly repents, 1s more acceptable 
to him, than he that is turned our of 
being, or that ſuffers Hell-torments 
time out-of mind ; for tha* the one 
tends toa refreſhment of a mans mind 
( which is good in it felf ) and the 0- 
ther tends ro exaſperation and blaſ- 
phemy againſt God, becauſe of the 
torments. Note, That this truth of 
Gods forgiveneſs, all Martyrs, Fathers 
and Apoltles, have confirmed-in all 
Ages ſince the World began. 
27. Theevil and malignity of ſin 
appears in theſe particular, viz. 
-,. I. It is anaffront put upon the Cre- 
ator oy a Creature, | 
2. It makes God a ſtranger to the 
World, and interrupts our intercourſe 
with him, 
3. It obſtruts the commerce be- 
tween Angels and Men, 
4. Ic turned Angels out of Heaven, 
and Man out of Paradile. | 
5. It abaſed and ſunk Mans nature 
- below it (elf, - 
6.1t 


"St Ps, OR" 
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6. It incenſes and provokes our Cre- 
ator to diſpleafure againſt us... 


. 7. It has brought Man tothe Deyil's 


Condemnation. X 

8. It ſets Menatvarianceand makes 
feuds among them. 

9. It has overthrown one World 
Water, and it will another with Fire. 

28, Miſtakes and imperfeQtions in 
Religious performances, wherein Men 
are ſubſtantially honeſt, and live ia all 
good Conſcience to God and Man, are 
allowable, ſudden temptations, miſre- 
preſentations and other human frail- 
ties and faults we, that are overtaken 
withall, may well expett ro be reſto- 
red by other meek ſpirits : therefore 
did Paul find mercy becaulc he in his 
zealous fury perſecuted the Saints. 
Atts 26. And thought he ought to 
do many things malevolous again 
the name of Jelus. But that Man gives 
himſelf the lye, that faith he hath 
kept himſelf from his Iniquities, if 
any of theſe four Caſes happen tohim, - 

1. Fundamental ignorance. 

2. Groſs negle&t of God and himſelf, 

3- Voluntary conleat to obliquity'; 
and, 4. Pal- 


| 
| 
: 
| 
F 
| 
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' - 4. Palpable DefeQtion and Apoſtacy. - 


28. Repentance from all dead 
Works ;:and refolved Obedience. to. 
God, is thelife of true Religion. 

Religion makes us live up to our 
higheſt Faculties, . as becomes intelli- 

ent. and' rational Beings, and to aCt 
ſicably to our hezghth, dignity, and 
excellency , and keep up the ſplen- 
dour and. grandeur of our Natures 
above inferiour Creatures, after God's 
Image ; m regard as well of prudence 
and intelligence, as power and regi- 
ment; following the conduCt of ſober 
and impartial Reaſon, our 5y1uorngr, 
which 15, God's Vice-Roy in us, while 
we continue. in this lower World : 


1r's. no dull or melancholy Principle ; 


but enlivens and enlarges the Soul ; 
and gives us aſſurance and confidence 
before. God and Man, and ridds us 
of the only unhappineſs in the World, 
viz, unealineſs of mind. £ 
29.. Nothing in nature is either 
deſirable, ſatisfaQory or laſting, but 
Honeſty and Religion ; and no com- 
penſation can be made for the diſquiet 
of mind, tho? you have ne*rſomuch 
| Wealth 


tenſe and reaſon, tor the Rule of Right 


og —_ <q a 


Apoſtolica Apothegnas * 129 ] | 


Wealth at will, Religion conſiſts in 
the regulation of Deſires and Paſſions 
tothe Rules of right Reaſon ; Juljar 
the Apoſtate himlelt own'd the ſuper- 
intendent government of the World. 

Wf hat a deſpicable Creature wou'd 
a Man be, were he no further quali- 
lified, than to cater for the Body, and 
to attend the drudgery of the World ? 
But now is fully atlur'd, that his bu- 
ſineſs is to converſe. with his own 
Maker, and with heavenly Objects, 
as proper -and not alien or foreign to 


him; and alſo then to contemplate 


the ſtraitneſs of his habitation in the 
body of clay. And were it not for this, 
it were not worth his while to be 
here below. Take away his exem- 
ption from guilt, and there's nothing 
1n the world worth the while to take 
care and pains to be maſter of : 'This 


- they cou'd ſay and believe, that ne*r 


had the help of a Bible. Innocence 
and Penitence is both Decas and Tx- 
tamen'; a Protettion and Ornament 
roo— but of Obliquity no account 
can be given, becauſe it's againſt all 


- ONCE 
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| ſequuntar 


men perforce do it— 


once violated, no body knows where 
he'l top, Uno dato abſurdo infinita 
but to live inoffen- 
ſively with God and Men, is the only 


comfort on Earth : which men wou'd 


eaſily do,if their thoughts dwelt more 
above,they*d become IEoPo #udyot, 1n- 
timately acquainted with their Maker. 
Oderunt peecare Bon, virtutis amore, 
Oderunt peccare Mali, formidine pane. 
Good men ſubmit out of choice 
to God's will in all points; Bad 
for our very 
natures carry in them a ſenſe of a 
Deity ; which plainly appears, in 
that thoſe thar have had no revelation 
at all from God, haveas tully acknow- 
ledg'd it, as wecan do. In the true 


and vigorous uſe of which Faculties 


conſiſts all the happineſs of our intel- 

lectual natures. = what object 
canbe more proper to ſuch faculties, 
as we are endued with, than God 
himſelf, let any ſober and conſiderate 
man judge. _ 

Heavenly aCts wou'd be as natural 
and as eaſie to us, if we uſed our 
ſelves accordingly, for we may be as 

certain 
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Certaia in Morals; (1 reckon) as we 
can be in our Mathematicks. + ,. 

30, Herein we exceed the whole 
Creation belides,that rational agents, 
Agunt propter finem, byt Brutes and 
others, Ferantar ad fivem ; i.e. weat 
in order to the end; but others are 
driven by an impulle thereunto; we 


have proviſion and fore-ſight, they 


none. For were man's Duty out of 
his reach,by his Principles, and God's 
rovidence to know the difference 
_ Good and Evil, — 
cible Ignorance were: a good Apolo- 
gy, and Go would certainly exclſe 


him ; -but other Igndrance is | an ag- 


gravation : Think wpon thy ways , 
(with- David) and you will turn your 
feet to them : Be but rational inReli- 
gion, and you muſt needs believe this 
to: be: true. To have liberty to do 
evil, is not within' the compaſs of 
Jr nds = 7 GilDe 

do wort ? Gaid'D- 
vid) whom — © unitate 
herein ; neither is this to be look'd 
uponi as an Impoſition,: but real Phi- 


.loſophy, 
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loſophy, a Power' and a. Priviledpe. 
A man has no apology for being tar. 
dy or immoral 7z-majoribus, as gene- 
ral good: will,- and right and truth, 


_ theeye of our reaſon, © cann't but-ſee 


them,” and was'enlighten'd by them. 
This was Man's fhameful emmy n6venn 
in the original defeQtion, the gratity- 
ing our own fancies before the will of 
God, and affeCting a ſtate of inde- 
pendency and arbitrary government, 
and- to live without God.” If God 
ſhould hold his hand 1n 'the-next 


_ world, impious reprobates would not 


forbear- to Jay violent hands: upon 
themſelves, and be their own execu- 


- tioners ; the guilt of their own con- 


{ſciences would make fo furious refle- 
tions upon them, then when neither 
pleaſure nor any other buſineſs can 
divert their thoughts'from being} ler 
looſe.” . The truth will make us free 
indeed': This isa-Maxim of all Sages, 
inall:'Ages, 'Veritas eff major Mundo, 
&=prevalebit : Truth is a great deal 
bigger thaf the'whole-World:3:.and 
will be-ſure at laſttoprevail.: ge 
Het 2e ab 
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abide not in the truth, we are of. the. De- 
vil ; whofkirſt uſurp'd upon God, and 
practis'd upon Man; .making; him be- 
lieve he ſhould bea God, (which was 
done, Deo inconſulto, and therefore 


the higheſt arrogance imaginable. 
For a (1.) capable creatur&:to/re> 
nounce his Allegiance to his Maker ; 
And renounce (2.) his av 1yxporngsy, 
by which he was to fteer and govern 
himſelf; to wit, his Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding. 

This 1s as true a Rule as any 1n the 
whole Creation of God, that if we 
follow. the DiQtates of Nature. (in-its 


Inſtitution and Reſtitution, and not 


Depravation) we ſhall never fatally 


tranſgreſs : which Aflertion is fully 
confirm'd by Fob. 

33. Job 15.17. He ſeals mens in- 
ftruttions, and its God's Voice that 
prompts them by Reaſon and Con- 
{cience and the Superintendency of 
his-Spirit,, which is far beyond the 


Urim and Thummim in the Jewiſh - 


State : And to go againſt theſe Sug- 
geſtions, 1s to rebel againſt God _ 
elf: 


al_ £4 Aa 
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ſelf : and he that complies therewith 
hath in him already life eternal , 
I John ,I4. In'Semine, in Grads, 
to : In the Seed, in-a 
Degree, and Fundamentally ; which 
if he cheriſh and:i improve , will be 
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